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Is a mighty ſtrange Caſe 
VB that, go where one will 


N ID Out-cry againſt the preſent 
State of Celibacy, and yet not a Soul dare to 
take up the Cudgels to defend it. 
Well, as ſecure as you may think yourſelves, 
I can aſſure you, that the Virgius are ſet- 


ting on F oor a moſt malicious P roſecution a- 
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a þ 5 Iba ve had 7 1 > 
ed to me, and are. making Proper Appli- 
cation Ks his Ma) eſty in the 0) lowing 3 
moſt humble Addreſs. bd 


The Virgins moſt humble alu &c. 2 


6 145 gracious Sovereign, 
X E yout | May | duriful and 
4 yal Jübje Teal rgins of En land 
in Council aſſembled, beg leave moſt hum- 
_ © blytorepreſent to your Majeſty our preſent 
* moſt unhappy: Situation praying timely 
© Relief, and your Majeſty's nie Ac- | 
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We are truely ſenlible. char nothing can 


© contribute more, towards [preſerving the 
6 * Welfare and Honour of this Nation, and i in- 


eee 


6 5 Inſtitution, which we are firmly 
_ © reſolved upon all Occaſions to maintain, as 
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fortable State, (upon no Pretence whatſo- 
ever) to the great Detriment of your Ma- 
jeſty, as well as the Diſſatisfaction of all 
your Majeſty's unmarried moſt dutiful Fe- 
male Subjects. EIN 


We the faid Females in Council aſſem- 
bled, (preſent the Oldeſt Maid in the King- 
dom) have hereupon unanimouſly agreed 
to moſt humbly petition your Majeſty, 
to cauſe the above-ſaid Gentlemen to be de- 
clared Male-contents, and to be, by War- 


rant under your Majeſty's ſign Manual, 


brought coram to anſwer to theſe Arti- 
cles exhibited againſt them by us, the 
ſaid Females: Praying alſo, that they be 
obliged to ſhew Cauſe, why, for ſuch 


their repeated Slights, and Neglect of 


Fair Maidens, they ought not to be cir- 
cumcis'd upon Conviction; and afterwards 
be baniſhed the Kingdom, if they perſiſt 
in their ill Courſes any longer, as moſt in- 
corrigible uſeleſs Members of a well- 
governed State. 26 


The Confidence, we are well aſſured 
your Majeſty places in our Fidelity and 
Affection, will always engage as well as 
encourage us toſupport your Majeſty's Go- 


vernment, and to make the. moſt grate- 


ful Returns we are able, for the peace- 
able Enjoyment of all our Liberties and 
Privileges, and indeed of all that is va- 


© Tuable to Mankind, under your Majeſty's 
; moſt indulgent and auſpicious Reign.” 


Their 


Their Reſolutions and Orders. 


Friday, May 30, 1735. 


Ordered, That this Petition be referr'd to 
the Conſideration of a Committee, and by 
them be preſented to his Majeity, 


Reſolved, That the ſaid Committee con- 
ſiſt of one and thirty proper Perſons to re- 
preſent us. 


Ordered, That the Sergeanteſs at Arms, at- 
tending this Houſe, do forthwith go with 
the Mace, to ſummon all the Members to 
attend the Service of this Houſe on Tueſ- 
day next. | 


Ordered, That the Members of this Houſe 
do, on Tueſday next at 12 o' Clock, pre- 
pare Liſts ro be put into Glaſſes of the one 


and thirty Perſons choſen to be of the ſaid 4 
Committee. : 7 
ö Ordered, That a Committee be appointed 7 
1 to examine the ſaid Lifts, and to report to the 3 
q Council, upon which one and thirty Perſons 4 

the Majority falls; that done, to leave the 4 

Liſts on the Table, = 


Ordered, That the Clerk, and Clerk Afſiſlants 
of this Council do, the ſame Day at two, 
receive from the Members the Liſts of the 
Perſons named to be of the faid Commit- 
tee, and ſummon them accordingly. 


9 
A Committee being appointed, they with- 
drew into Mrs. Speaker's Chamber. 


Ha! ha! ha! a very maſterly Stroke of 
the witty Damoiſelles truly! Give me leave to 
tell the Ladies, by the by, that this Petticoat 
Proceeding is ſomething more than we ſhould 
have expected from them ; and deſerves, in 
my humble Opinion, a little ſeverer Cor- 
rection than that of the Pen. — Believe 
me, Gentlemen have, to their Colt, been 
apprized of the many Inconveniencies, as 
well as Loſs of Time, in idolizing our Ap- 
ple-eating Traitreſſes, and therefore are grown 
a little more wary how they Phyllis them, or 
diet too much on the ſcanty Fare of ſpe- 
cious Innocence and Beauty: And be- 
cauſe of this, it ſeems, the Women's Backs 
are up truly, and they pretty Creatures! 
are ready to burſt with Reſentment, 


You ſee therefore, Gentlemen, 'tis high 
Time to ſtir our Stumps, pro aris & focis; 


for, if this ſame Project of their's ſhould 
take Place, *twill very probably give freſh 
Courage to their Attempts, (for Women on 
the Fret will do any Thing) and who knows 
what their next Deſign may be? Poſſi- 


bly, they'll grow ſo ſturdy, as to petition 


the Seizure of our Eſtates and Perſons ; and 
then the Lord have Mercy upon us, 
In ſuch a Medley of Deſtruction. 
up, nor ſuffer ſo unchriſtian-like a Revenge 
to be exerted with that Poignancy and Vi- 
gour, we find it is, againſt our goodly Or- 
| der.— 


Up, 
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der. In ſhort, if you don't ſtomach ſuch 
Uſage. a' little, Batchelor ſhip, with all its 
 mySterious Rites, will quickly be burleſqu'd, 


and made as great a Jeſt of as Free-Maſon- 
79,— To fee which, I fay, and withal to 


reflect upon the ſad Effects, which are very - 


likely to follow ſuch high-flown Proceedings, 


f not ſeaſonably prevented, makes my very 


Blood curdle again in my Veins; and it 


cannot, ſurely, but fill the Minds of all the 
good Balcbelors, his Majeſty's true and loving 
Subjects, with the moſt diſmal Apprehen- 


* 


ſions. 


Aſpide quid pejus? Tigris. Quid Tigride? Demon. 
Dæmone quud? Malier. Qrid Mulier? Ni bil. 

*Twould ſignify little for me to urge the 
Hlegality of this ſtudiouſly wicked Petticoat 


Contrivance, when, methinks, the ſole Con- 


fideration of the irreparable Loſs, we Batche- 
lors all ſhould ſuſtain, if we once inadver- 
rently gave up thoſe ineftimable Bleſſings, 
thoſe dear, dear Privileges Nature deſignꝰ 

for us, and us alone, would be ſufficient to 


awaken rational Creatures to à due Senſe of 


their Danger; elſe adieu! to all paſt Se- 
renity and Scene of Joys unruffled; patiently 
muſt poor We, alas! ſubmit to arbitrary 
Will and Power, and to the many mortify- 


ing Impertinencies of ſome poſitve Furma-' 


gant; forward enough to con vince us, at all- 
Times, with het pedantick Cant, of the 
Superiority of her Underſtanding, ſuch 


very enthuſiaſticks Suppoſition, of her better 
Capacity and Diſcernment, ſetting her Clack 
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: going with freſh Vigour, loud enough to 
grown the eloquent Bawl of the Lawyers at 
= Weſtmninſter, after the long Vacation. 


But, as tis not only our Duty, but Inte- 
freſt alſo, to cruſh this formidable Plot in its 
Birth, *tis ſcarce to be queſtioned, but that 
all thoſe, who profeſs any true Regard for 
the Honour, Welfare, or Merit of our 
kXigbi Worſbipful Fraternity, will, upon this A- 
larqm, rally their Forces, and not ſuffer them 
ſelves to be hector'd out of their Principles 
by any Dagger-drawing Heroine whatſo- 
ever; and that they'll concert all proper 
= Meaſures to avert this Toilet-ftorm, and bring 
the vanquiſh'd, blooming Fair-ones, with 
their Hands tied behind them in Triumph, 
to ſome convenient Houſe of Penance, e- 
rected for that Purpoſe. 


x4 And now let's look a little, good Gentle- 
men, into the Impeachment itſelt. Pm really 
of Opinion, when once we unravel the Ar- 
ticles preferr'd againſt us, *twill be no diffi- 
cult Matter to unmask theſe pretended Pa- 
trioteſſes, and to prove their Meaſures quite 
impolitick; ay, and that it is a manifeſt 
Piece of Roguery too, calculated merely 
co get Husbands for the Projectors and their 
Confederates; tho' do but obſerve how arti- 
fr cially the Pills gilt over with a Pretence 
of a true publick Spirit; and Oh ! *tis for the 
ſake of their own, dear native Soil. 
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Is it ſo indeed? Pray, then attend to the 
main 
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main Scope of the Petition ;——Nething can 


contribute more to the Welfare and Honour ef 


this Nation, &c. than a ſftrift Obſervance of 
the matrimonial Inſtitutions — No; that's 
very ſtrange, indeed! I, for my own Part, 
2295 freely confeſs, I ſhou'd be glad to 
now, what Benefit the Ladies have been of 


| (for ſeveral Years paſt more particularly) to 


Great-Britain, or any other trading Nation? 
Why, let me ſee; III tell you ;— 

they've hatch'd us a Parcel of very Fun's, 
Girls of a more roving Diſpoſition, if pol- 
ſible, than themſelves; &@ propos; and good 
Mamma, Thanks to her dextrous Manage- 
ment! has ever taught pretty Miſſes, with 
the greateſt Zea), from their very Cradles, 
all the-modifſh Varieties of Caprice and Gal- 


lantry, The Moderns, indeed, are pleas d 


to ſtile this #7 Air degagee: For my own Part, 
I -muſt be ſo preciſe, as to ſay, I think an 


Husband makes but a ſcurvy Figure, un- 


der the Diſcipline of their Chicanery,——— 
O' my Conſcience, he'd better be a Slave 


in the Greats Turk's Seraglio. 


As to their Education of that pretty, two- 
legg'd Creature, the Man- child, *tis notori- 
ous, that the Indulgence of the doating 


Mother has prov'd the Bane of Thouſands. 


[About eighteen, Maſter muſt commence 
Coxcomb, truly 3 be full of Vanity, well 
ſtor'd with Aſſurance and Hypocrily ; 


but not a Daſh of Religion. All his Em- 
ployment is to murder whole Weeks at Qua- 
drille, laugh, ſqueal, ſing, and the like; 
and then he is a Woman's Man — 
an 


rr 


and has an infinite deal of Wit and Humour. 
I perchance he gets into good Company, 


= 
Ve 


z 


why he's ſilent, and &en gnaws off the 
Head of his long Stick. 


*} Obſerve yon Noodle in his Element, v:z. 
. Za ſide Box, monkey-like, and chatt'ring his 
Smut to the Orange Wenches. The Play half 
» finiſh'd, away he ſallies to the Rummer, and 
bids the Drawer fetch the Dutcheſs of *, 
His Pocket's pickt by her Grace, and all the 
/ © Ready gone: And now my Gentleman is 
forced to. piddle with poor 50 Guineas (he 
has juſt before taken up at Cent. per Cent. 
Intereſt) at the Groom-porter's, in order to 
fill his Pockets, and make them Satisfaction 
for their Lo. Poor Maſter has an ill 
Run, is fleec'd, and then to a drunken Vigil, 
to rid the pretty Fool of his Care, and all 
- Qualms of Conſcience. — His rakiſh 
Aſſociates reeling homewards, he riots in 
the Streets the Remainder of the Night to 
prove his Valour, and, for the great Credit 
of beating the Watch, lies in the Round- 
houſe. If you attempt his Reformation, and 
reprove him for his Calentures, 's Death, he 
Cries, would you baniſh him all civil Socie- 
ty ?!———Go to Church ;—none of thoſe: 
Stipulations he requeſts of you. He ſwears, 
Cat ſcratch his Eyes, Sir, and, by his Virgi- 

\ nity, 'tis making him perform Quarentine, 
like the Ships from the Levant in Caſe of a 
*Plague.—Such Doctrine ill ſuits un Gentil- 
bomme d' eclat & des belles manieres, to whom 
Religion is but a politick Law. His End is 
g B 2 (God 


* A noted Courtezan. 


(God forbid I ſhould wiſh him an Hempen 
one) to die in a Jail, or, if tall, and lucky 
(as moſt Fools are) in Time he may come in- 
deed to be advanced to the great Preferment 
of a Grenadier in his Pruſlan Majesty's Ser- 
vice, or to be an half ſtarv'd Bully to a 
Bawdy- houſe. e 


I muſt beg my Readers Pardon, if I have 
been prolix, in this Character; for, as the 
firſt Signature commonly grows ſo firm and 
durable, that no Pains, no Application can 
eraſe it, *tis but reaſonable to remind the too 
fond Mothers of their miſ apply'd Good- 
nature; we are very often to thank them 
for all our Misfortunes. Too much In- 
dulgence fills the Mind with Pride, renders 
Youth impatient of Contradiction, and proves, 
in the End, the great Source of Corruption 
and Effeminacy ; breeding in them, I could 
almoſt ſay, an Averſion to every Thing 
that is truly great and noble. How happy 
would it be for Youth, would Parents view 
every Imperfection with a prying Eye, clear 
from the Miſts of Fondneſs 

So much for the Education of theſe incor- 
rigible Coxcombs, great Numbers whereof 
we ſhould be glad to export to any Coun- 
try, that would be ſo good as to accept the 
Commmodity ; as Play-things, for Inſtance, 
to the Brobaignaganians,—The ſmall Hopes in- 
deed we indulge ſo far, as to pack them off only 
to Mambrino's Boarding-ſchool at Batterſea, 
expecting a Reformation ; for whom, indeed, 

Gen- 


Gentlemen, moſt Folks ought heartily to 
pray, on Account of the ſingular Services 
ſhe has done them. | 


What a melancholy Scene is it to a think- 
ing Perſon, who has any Regard left for his 
Country's Welfare, to obſerve our Youth, 
thus train'd up to aſſume a Nature the very 
reverſe of what becomes the Species? The 
natural Reſult of this Remiſſneſs of early 
** Diſcipline is the utmoſt Licentiouſneſs, a 
ſettled Impudence, and Contempt of their ve- 
ry Parents, and every one elſe. An 
Ulcer may ſoon be form'd in the Mind, but 
cannot ſo inſenſibly be cur'd. | 


Quo ſemel eſt imbuta, recens ſervabit odorem 
Teſta diu. — 


The Body owes moſt of its Vigour to the ; 
Milk it receives in its Infancy. The ſhame- | 
leſs Negligence of Parents and Inſtructors, 
with the neceſſary Conſequences, Corruption, 
and an univerſal Decay of Morality and 
Learning, gave the greateſt Shock to the [ 
Roman Empire. When once the Study of ; 
Eloquence, and the Liberal Arts were hiſs'd 

off the Stage, Luxury crept in amongſt 
them, and the Miſtreſs of the World inſen- 
ſibly loſt her Proweſs. | 


Old Cato, that good and grave Diſcipli- N 
gnarian, like the Voice of an Oracle, pro- 
0 nounc'd Rome undone, if ever her Sons were 
q infected with Greek; and I may venture to 
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aſſert, without a Spirit of Prophecy, that the 
Many among us, who are ambirious only 
of appearing dr e at Tea-table Con- 
verfation, and make Drawing-room Politicks 
their favourite Study, will at long run prove 
no leſs unwelcome Sons to the Britiſh State. 


You ſee now, what Uſe our fellow female 
Subjects have been of to us, for ſome Cen- 
turies paſt, I might ſay. In the next Place, 
they tell us, that they are firmly reſolved to 
maintain it, (i. e. the matrimonial Inſtitu- 
tion.) I ſhall beg leave to remark, that 
this their Reſolution. is no News at all; for 
I do verily believe, from my Heart, no Soul 
ever ſcrupled to think ſo. 8 


As indeed they are in Duty bound; i. e. in 
Point of F Duty —— Query now, 
whether I ſtated the Caſe injudiciouſly, when 
I calculated it merely ro get Husbands ? 


After ' obſerving to us, that they have 
been at a World of Pains to. ſearch all the 
Pariſh Regiſters in the Kingdom, they are 
pleaſed to takenotice, that Gentlemen of well- 
known Abilities, &c. decline marrying. — 
How Ladies can gueſs at theſe ſame Gentle- 
men's Abilities ſo well, is not my Province to 
determine; I ſhall only ſay, that I believe 
never was that Man yet that clapp'd a T—d 
piping hot on his Head. 


Have, for the mo# Part, been extreamly 
backward in entring into that moſt comforta- 
ble State. Ay, for my Part, I 1 

e er 


e 


der they have not all; and as to its being 
ſtil'd a comfortable State, I ſhall be very 
ready to agree with them in this Point, 
when they can produce a married Man 
ro call it ſuch, without belying his Con- 
ſcience. 5 


(Upon no Pretence whatſoever.) This they 
+ take for granted, I find; but you'll ſoon 
* be enabled to anſwer the Objection, and 

1 indeed my very firſt Remark ſeems to me 
5 ſufficiently to diſprove their Allegation. 


: To the great Detriment of his Majeſty, as 
1 well as to the Diſſatisfattion of all his moſt duti- 
ul unmarried female Subjects. This 
latter Part ſeems to be expreſs'd with great 
Earneſtneſs ; but the former, upon an exact 
Scrutiny, may, as Pm inform'd, be ſhewn 
to be a very erroneous Poſition, For firſt, 


it has been ſurmis'd by ſome among you, 


Gentlemen, I underitand, that the fewer legal 
Children a Man has to maintain, the better 
able 1s he to pay the King's Taxes ; and, 
if this be true, (which I ſhan't take upon me 
to diſpute) I'm of Opinion, that if the Beg- 
gars, that made ſuch a Clamour at the Lobby 
Door againſt the late Excife-bill (of glori- 
. ous and immortal Memory!) had only a few 
chance Brats to bring up, they had never 
made ſuch a Buſtle about it. Ten 
Pounds for each to the Pariſh Officers would 
(it may be ſuppos'd) have huſh'd Matters; 
and all the World can teſtify how much that 
Bill would have retrench'd the Liberty of the 


Subject, 


(16) 
10 Subject, tho' it augmented the Revenue of 
| the Crown. | | 
| 


In the ſecond Place, though I give you 

i} : my Word for it, 'm no Advocate for 28 

1 Diebauchery; yet, I muſt needs own, I 5M 
think myſelf in Duty bound to befriend EM 
the very Worſhipful, the Apothecaries Com- 1 
pany as much as may be, for their many 
repeated Services to my own dear ſelf, — 4 
Ay, ay, cry my fair Antagoniſts, Sir Si- . 
mon, have we caught you tripping? ——— i. 
No Wonder, i' Faith, that this Batchelor 
rails thus at the Sex, then. Well, 
well, laugh you as long as you will; but 
I do tell you, upon my honeſt Word, (which, 
perhaps you'll cry, is not worth three Far- 
things) that a moſt learned * Limb of that 
Claſs did aſſure me, but the other Day, that 
the Merchants paid 30 per Cent. or there- | 
abouts for the Importation of Medicines ; * 
and if ſo, the Apothecaries muſt charge 
for their Drugs, Sc. accordingly: And 
would you now, you unmerciful Crea- 
cures, go to half ſtarve them, (when you 
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| know the only good Buſinefs, that is ſtir- 

| ) and de- 

* fraud his Majeſty of the Duties: Moft 
dutiful Subjects truly! o 


| 0 ring amongſt them, is the P 
ö 
| 


4 It may indeed be urg'd againſt me, that 
1 Matrimony was intended as a Remedy a- 


WH gainſt Fornication. I anſwer ; the Virtuous 
|| ſtand in no Need of Opiates to allay the pu- 
| iſſant Sallies of their Paſſions ; and as to the "Y 
A | vicious 7 
* The celebrated Mr. B. Pare—4.—.ſe. 5 # 
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vicious Part of Mankind, tho* they draw 
themſelves into ever ſuch inextricable Diffi- 
culties, yet {till they will follow the DiQates 
of Nature.— Call it, if you pleaſe, a Law of 
Nature, confirm'd by the Law of God; it 
proves it legal, moſt certainly ; but will any 
Man be Zealot enough to inſiſt 'tis enjoin'd 
us ? If not, we may ſurely decline it. 


They the ſaid Females in Council aſſembled. — 
This was a mere Mock council ; but how 
merry is it for a Parcel of Girls to conſult 
about Affairs of State? —— Do but conceive 
them talking all at once 4 la Sottiſe accoutu- 
mee, and out-cackling the largeſt Drove of 
Geeſe, and if it don't cure the Hip, I'll be 


hang'd for it. 


Preſent the oldeſt Maid in the Kingdom. — 


T dare ſay this ſame old Maid will inform 


you, that *tis impoſſible a Maid can grow 
old; and therefore you muſt be reprimanded 
for ſuch Innuendo, *T was doubtleſs inferred 
in the Petition againſt her Conſent. 


Have hereupon unanimouſly agreed. [ 
never in my Lite before heard, that a Com- 
pany of Women did ſo; and had not this 
been a particular Caſe, wherein their Intereſts 
were jointly concern'd, I ſhould have taken 
it for an Impoſſibility ; and, as it now fell 
out, indeed, it was a Prodigy. 


To moſt humbly petition his Majeſty. = 


Humility is quite coatrary to their very Na- 


Lures, 


. * 
AS Op 


CEE EDS ESD 


4 


— by 
——— — — i Ea 
— — 


TIT 


i. act tht 


—_ * 
— 


9. 


La * 5 3 0 4 5 8 5 5 9 DT; Nv A Sto Ne A « a * 
" v Dry Þ = =_ — — . , * 
- X BARN _—_—_ - — _ 1 — 2 — 22 — 
8 rr i Rs K rr rr re — mers * 4 — — 
* On 2 ” > 2 — — * 7 _ - - . % - 
* 4 K as f 
„ 


0 4+ "OE DS AFat 
ah —— q wy * Ox 0 
2 * 0 Ar 3 
Py — + WAA — <A NE Ys ond 
be 


| e 


tures, and, had not they been afraid, they 
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might have loſt their Point by it, "is no 
doubt but they would have * in- 
ſiſted on it. 


To cauſe the aboveſaid Gentlemen 10 be de- 
clared Male-contents. — This laſt Word ad- 
mits of a double Entendre. — I've already 
proved, that Batchelorſnip much encreaſes 
his Majeſty's. Revenue, and conſequently all 
thoſe, who continue in ſuch State, may juſtly 
be deem'd his Majeſty's true and loyal Sub- 
jects; and, tis plain, they are no leaky Veſſels, 


for the Ladies juſt before proclaim'd their 


well-known Abilities. I ſuppoſe, they un- 
derſtood their ſolid Contents, 


And to be by Warrant under his Majeſty's 
In Manual, brought coram, to anſwer to 
certain Articles exhibited against them by us the 
ſaid Females, Poſſibly, they may have a 
Rod in P—1s for us; as yet the only Thing 
alledg*d is, that we object againſt entering 
the Lifts of Matrimony, and l'm ſure we 
have reaſon enough for it. 


Praying alſo, that they may be obliged to 
few Cauſe, why for ſuch their repeated Slights, 


&c. they ought not to be circumcis'd upon 
Conviction. As to Circumciſion, it 
avaiPd nothing, when the Chriſtian Diſpen- 
ſation took Place, and ſo I ſuppoſe the fair 


Maidens meant Baptiſm 3 but as the ſole 


Pretence for re-baptizing was Hereſy, and 
we diſclaim it, I can ſee no Need for it. 
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4d then be baniſhed the Kingdom, if they 
"Z refit the Fleſh any longer. ——— Twill be 
Ih hard indeed to puniſh us for what our God- 
2 fathers and God-mothers promiſed for us. — 
The Ladies, I find, have not as yet read the 
Church-Catechiſm. 


Fie upon them. 


As moſt incorrigible, uſeleſs Members of a 
well-govern'd State.—— This Article has been 
diſprov'd often enough already. 
now 


Dear Brethren Batchelors, 


meanours have theſe Damoiſelles de manege 
(was they call themſelves) been able to make 
out, tho' they loaded us with Crimes almoſt 
= heavy enough to make a "upercargo's Conſci- 
= ence recoil again? Depend on't, a Vagary 
> entered their Pericraniums, to ſhew the World 

> how artfully they could draw up an Impeach- 
ment. If ſo, we may agree, they are moſt 
profound Adepts in the Law, and ought, as 
their Preſident has long ago been, to be cre- 
ated Serjeanteſſes, 
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What remains for us to do, is to ſay ſome- 
thing in Behalf of ourſelves, and a ſingle Life; 
and I doubt not, we ſhall eaſily refute their 
Scanda!]; but before I proceed any farther, 
I ſhall, as I promigd you, preſent you with 
2 Tranſcript of a certain pretty Miſs's Ca 
techiſm, which (the unluckily dropping it, 
at a Game of Romps; was privately ſent me, 
by an unknown Hand; and the Favour I 
here gratefully acknowledge. 
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And 


Pray, what high Crimes and Miſde- 
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A. A Lady fair of nineteen. 
, ©. *Tis pretty difficult to 
F underſtand what that is; and 
= therefore explain yourſelf a 


little. 

A. No very keeping Ware, I promiſe 
you; our Conſtitution won't permit it. 
Encreaſe and multiply we hold to be as good 
a Maxim here, as they do in Turky ; and it's 
a very orthodox Tenet among us too, as 
well as in Spain, to take Opportunity by 
the Forelock ; for, ſpite of all our Magick, 
there's no Trifling. Time ne'er forgets to 
turn his Glaſs, and we are,, at moſt, but 
Idols of a Day or two. There is no houſe- 


very long ; and *tis ſtrange Anarchy of Fan- 
cy, methinks, to pretend to be quite ada- 
mant, and affect I know not what falſe De- 
licacy, when once our petty Empire is at an 
End. *Tis too late then to ſtand criticiſing ; 
; Etale 


wifing, what little Nature beſtow'd on us, 


„ 


WE ic. 
Stale Maids and flinking Fiſh is, you know, 


a Saying never a whit the lefs true, becauſe 
of its Antiquity, We muſt e'en after that 


. be content to wear our Livery, be it what it 


will; there's no travelling incog. depend 
on't. Maugre all our Coz'nage and Aſſidu- 
ity, we ſhall find ourſelves (as great Penance 
a5 it may be) the trite Subject of every im- 
pertinent Libertine's Ridicule. Pity 
there's no Youth-reſtoring Noſtrum in the 
Shops; but alas! even that moſt renowned 
Pill-giving Quack of Pall-mall (as ſagacious 
a Son of Pæan, as he preſumes he is) would, 
in this Caſe, I very much fear, find his Re- 
cipe of as little Service, as *twould be to 
make France fight for the Liberties of Eu- 
rope. At 16 we commence thinking, at 17 
love, at 18 whine, and at 19, if we can get 
the Man in the Mood, (which, by the by, is 
a moſt difficult Task) we een cry, Adieu, 
Daddy, (if he be a Spoke in our Wheel) 
and go off with our Spark ; even, rather 
than fail, a Poet will go down with us; for, 
were we once to paſs our Prime, we ſhould 
run a very great Riſque of taking up with 
ſome paltry, puritannical, antique, undeſerv- 
Ing Caitiff of a moſt forbidding Phy ſiognomy. 

Q, A very ſtrange Sample of the Men's 
Good-breeding this! Is ir not a moſt glaring 
Abuſe of the Bleſſings of Providence, who, 
out of his Bounty, gave us as Help. meets 
for them ? 

A. No Scruple to be made of it ; but 
that's not much their Concern. They cry, 
we are the moſt unintelligible Part of the 
whole Syſtem. When an Afﬀs climbs a 
| Ladder, 


ER... 
Ladder, you may find Wiſdom in us, and 
all that; tho? I. think we may retort it 


upon them ; for wiſe Men are like Timber- 
trees in an Hedge, only here and there one. 


We are Contradictions, truly, Prudes, 
Coquets, very Coples of old 
Mother Eve, who was as bad as the Serpent 
could make her; for ſhe was form'd, ſay 
they. but at fix in the Morning, eat the Ap- 
ple by nine, and brought a Curſe upon her 
Husband, and all his Poſterity, before Night. 
As to our being deſign'd as Bleſſings to 
them, the ungracious Wretches fly in our 
Faces, and flatly deny it, ſwaggering and 
ſwearing they ate ready to prove, from ſeve- 
ral old MSS, they have conſulted upon the 
Point, that it is all a meer Interpolation; 
tho', I believe, they can no more juſtify their 


Poſition, than the SHaniards their Depreda- 


tions on our Merchant men. Tis even 
Treaſon to name a Woman to them, and 
they are more alarm'd at it, than a raw, 
17 Soldier in his firſt Campaign, when 
e is ready to ſwoon at the Sight of a Sword 
or Piſtol. They vow, we exceed the 
Banbury Tinkers, who are famous for mend- 
ing one Hole, and waking three. —— If a 
young Fellow gives them but an Handle to 
ſuſpect the leaſt Grain of Love in his Peri- 
cranium, a Commiſſion of Lunacy, Bank- 
ruptcy, and what not, ifſues preſently out 


againſt him. All the Pope's Anathema's, 
againſt the Perſon who lately pilfer'd his 


Meals, weigh light to the Meaſures they 
take in this Caſe. *Tis incredible too, how 


very ready all younger * are upon 
tneſe 
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theſe Occaſions; a Room in Bedlam is or- 


dered, or an Elegy beſpoke of the Bell-man 
in a Trice. 
9. But why all this Rancour againſt us, 


poor harmleſs Creatures! who deſerve ir 


ot? I 
EY A. Oh! the Caſe is plain. They make it 


one of the earlieſt Rudiments of infant 


Knowledge, that Women are never to ſtir 


from home but three Times in their whole 
Lives, i. e. when they are chriſten'd, marri- 
ed, buried. — The Turkti/þ Diſcipline boaſts, 
indeed, a ſort of unconfin'd Authority, 
which makes their Wives, poer, patient 
Turtles! fawn like Spaniels upon their in- 
ſulting Yoke-mates. But our European La- 
dies are entire Strangers to all this pretended 
arbitrary Power. I's a meer Paradox to 


them. l ſuppoſe the Difference of their 


Complexions may be a good deal owing to 
the Climates'; the various Influences of hot 
and cold unqueſtionably producing various 
Effects upon the Geniuſes of the Natives. — 
They have not in Tyrky the ſmalleſt Part in 
domeſtick Affairs, but are ſhut up in long 


Apartments, like our Hoſpitals, guarded too 
by a Number of induſtrious Eunuchs, and 
quite excluded from the Society of Men above 
10 Years old. The Rea ſon given for all this 


is, that, truly, they are not able to reſiſt the 
ſmalleſt Temptation any favourable Oppor- 
tunity offers them. Now, I fancy, the Vice of 
Incontinency is no more hereditary to them, 
than other People, and therefore can ſolve 
it into nothing but their unnatura] Confine- 
ment.—No publick Meetings at Park, Ball, 


Ring, 
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Ring, Theatre, Sc. or any other honoura- 


ble Liberties are tolerated there, but all are 
grave, reſerv'd, and ſolitary. Thus, I ima- 
gine, our Wiſeacres would padlock us, if 
they could; but I can't much praiſe their 
Policy, ſhould they attempt it, for it's a 

good old Proverb, worth their Remem- 
Ge too, that Wit without Wiſdom cuts 0- 
ther Men's Meat, and its own Fingers. 


Gravity, Circumſpection, and Severity of 


Manners, are Talents not at all compatible 


with Good - breeding in this Part of the World. 


*Tis certainly againſt all Chronology for 15 
to be 50. Our Spouſes Condeſcenſion we 
regard as our undoubted Privilege in Great- 
Britain; and, I doubt not, ſome old Re- 
cords or other would ſhew it, but that they 
have burnt, or ſome how made away with 
them, the better to ſcreen their own ungod- 
ly Negotiations. *Tis quite out of Faſhion 
here to ſtand obliging an eaſy Fool of an 
Husband; inſtead of mending on their 
Kindneſs, we inſult them the more; and, 
you may depend on't, the Reaſon of all 
their nonſenſical Libels is, becauſe we won't, 
truly, ſuffer them to encroach on our Rights 
and Privileges acknowledged, due, and ac- 
cuſtom'd from Time immemorial ; but we 
are not to be intimidated by their blult'ring 
Menaces, let them fancy what they pleaſe. 

9. But is their no natural Reaſon aſſign- 

able for their paſſive Obedience ? 

A. Yes ſure, a very good one. We 
claim our. Wills while we live, becauſe we 
make none when we die Husbands, *tis 
true, won't allow this to be any Argument; ; 

they 


( 25 
they are for ever informing us what we 
ſhould, and ſhould nor do, and reading 
Lectures on the Duty of a Wife; but they 
are quite out in their Politicks, if they be- 


hammers, to ſtand ſtaring with a bluſhing 


yields bitter Juice. 


Terms, aſſert the Husband the Head of the 
„„ 1 
A. As the Men are ſo very ready to re- 
cur to any. Help at a dead Lift, what if we, 
in our Turn, tip Interpolation upon them 
here? However, it may poſſibly be a 
wrong Tranſlation, or the Paſſage miſinter- 
preted, and, were we learn'd enough in Greek 
and Hebrew to read the Original, I don't 
in the leaſt doubt, but we ſhould find ſome- 
thing of this in the Caſe, Beſides, whether 
the Command be univerſal, or no, may be 
a Query; I am not of Opinion it extends 
thus far North; ſo that ſeveral Things 
ought here to be made out, and that very 
clearly too, e'er they pretend to take it for 
granted, that the Women were not fram'd 
for Government, If we conſult the Le- 
gends of Antiquity, we ſhall, for the moſt 
part, find the Husband, looking as tho? 
he ſuck'd his Dam through an Hurdle : 
And Pm ſure the Voice of Nature pro- 
claims no ſuch Superiorty. Were an An- 
gel therefore to bid me reign my Privi- 
D . leges, 


52M 


lieve we are ſuch poor, half-ſighted Ninny- 
7 Ignorance, amaz'd, and quite confounded. 
with their monitory Leſſons. They'll gene- 
rally find an Orange, thus hard ſqueez'd, 


2 But does not the Scripture, in poſitive 


F 

leges, I ſhould queſtion the Validity of his 

Commiſſion. _ 42a 
9. This is ſhewing a due Reverence for 


our Liberties, and a true Britifh female 


Spirit, Let me hear thee now rehearſe 
the Articles of thy Creed. | 
A. Firſt then, I do believe, I came into 


the World by Mamma's Means, but not that 


I am one Jot obliged to her ; becauſe, what 
ſhe did was to tickle her own Fancy, and 
the Law forces Madam to maintain me. 

In the next Place, I do hereby acknow- 
ledge myſelf bound (not in Duty tho*) to 
mind whatſoever ſhe bids me, as alſo to 

bey that old Huncks, Fack pay for all, my 
ſuppos'd Father; but for this very Reaſon 
— that ſhould I ſay nay, they*d force me 
to wear theſe ſcurvy Two- months- out- of- fa- 
ſhion Silks for half a Year longer, to my 
very great Mortification. 
ut I muſt freely confeſs, that could I, 
without Controul, claim the little Empire 
of aſſigning my Reſolution for my Reaſon, 
born, as no doubt I was, for my own ſove- 
reign Self, I would attempt to make the 
very Univerſe obey ; and do believe, thar, 
by the kind Aſſiſtance of a ſubſtantial 
Tongue, I may, in Proceſs of Time, be 
enabled to rantipole louder, than the Clare- 
* Orator, at ſuch as dare contradict my 

And laſtly, as for my Husband, that 1 
ſhall hereafter condeſcend to bubble, I do 
verily believe he ought not to have the 
leaſt Superiority over me ; and therefore am 
determined, that tho* Quadrille be my Re- 

: ligion, 


; 
| 


be nd Cockoltom eur Sabbrs Me 
4tation; tho' I ruin him in Plays, Maſque- 


"Þ 1 rades, Faſhions, Houſe-keeping, Se. tho' 1 

mould even accept of my very Butler as 2 

Coadjutor to him, he ſhall be mum. 
Theſe are the Articles of my Creed, which 

] love, and will adhere to, to my dying 

Pay. _ 

9. Have you any other Principles to 


ſteer by? ; : 

A. Pad juſt as I've a Fancy, right or 
Wrong, upon the Strength of my Beauty 
' followall the new Faſhions, be they never 
ſo ridiculous ; ſtarve myſelf and Family, 
to maintain that Echo of Virility, Fari- 
= reli; devote myſelf entirely to Pride, 
X Pleaſure, and Extravagance ; pray as often 
as a Lord pays his Debts ; frequent the 
Theatre, Sc. more than the Church; and 


their Devotions, knowing it to be all Hy- 
pocriſy. »Tis as natural for me to do 

all this, as for a Peacock to ſpread its Tail. 

23. Whenever then you do vouchſafe to 

attend the Church-ſervice, it's only, I pre- 
> ſume, by way of Amuſement. 

A. On Purpoſe to ſee other Folks Fine- 
ry, and to ſhew my own: To make an Aſ- 
ſignation croſs a dozen Pews, to ſome whin- 

ing Beaux, and to ſtare the Devout out of 

Countenance ; diſplay a naked Arm, or ſo; 

then peep thro* my Fan-flicks, to watch 
the young Fellows Eyes, and at the End of 

each Collect, in a ſeemingly humble, but 

audible Tane, cry, Amen, &c, 


D 2 . But 


laugh at every Body, that go thither for 
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Q. But ought you not to liſten to the 
Preacher with all Reverence? Did not your 
Godfather and Godmothers promiſe ta | 
enjoyn you this ? 1 

A. No, o' my Conſcience, I ſee no Noe. 
geſſity for it; Sir Reverence would very b 
often preach me into a Lethargy; and as _ 

to the Goſſips at my Chriſt'ning, they ne- 
ver troubled their Heads about me after- 
wards; and if they had, indeed, I ſhould 
not at all think myſelf obliged to do it; for, 
according to the very beſt Accounts J ever 
heard of them, they ſeem to me to have 
been three very ridiculous old Fools. 

9. Tis your Duty to retire into your 
Cloſet Morning and Evening to ſay your 
Prayers; do yau not punctually obſerve this 
Injunction? „ 

A. Yes, verily; in the Morning to pray 
for fine Cloaths and Bruſſel's Heads; at Night 
for an Husband. 2 : 
2. Very right; but however, you know 
there is a World to come, ſhould you not 
often conſider of it? 

A. No, not at all; becauſe ſuch Reflec- 
tions are apt to give the Vapours ; and La- 
dies ought never to moleſt themſelves with 
any Thing ſerious, but only build their Faith 
on what an humourous Fancy ſuggeſts, 
2. True; but are Ladies then of no par- 

ticular Religion? | 

A. No, indeed; far, at that Rate, we 

ſhould be the moſt unfaſhionable Creatures 

breathing. Variety makes ev*ry Thin 

agreeable; and ſo for one half Hour, it 

may be, we aſſume the Chriſtian, at other 
0 Times 


2} dear Quaiille 


ift to kill the tedious Hours; till, the irk- 
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Here, I think, then is paſs'd the Probe 
- 2 home, and, in a ſmall Compaſs, repreſented 
to you the modern Education of the pretty 
fs in a moſt impartial Light; and he 
muſt be a poor, hungry, half-ſtarv'd Lover 


f $ | greea ble? 


berty to a ſhort-lived Gratification of his 


"7. 
Times are Pagans, Jews, Mahometans, or 
whatever beſt ſuits with our Conveniency. + 
But what are thoſe Principles, which, 
if adhered to, will make a Lady's Life a- 


A. To pamper herſelf, her Monkey, or 
Lap-dog 3 to rail at and ridicule her Neigh- 
bours; to regard no Body; but to cozen 
and defraud the Poor, and to quit Scores 
with the Rich at the Expence of a neglected 
Husband's Reputation. To lie in Bed 
till Noon, and to chafe away the Night at 


Thus may each well-ſeaſon'd Fair make 
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ſome Span of Life out- run, ſhe modeſtly 
cammends herſelf with plenteous Tears to 
Heaven, in a well-lacquer'd Face, and a 
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ſurely, that will dare to ſacrifice his Li- 


Senſes; and be for ever manacled to the 
dull, inſipid Arms of a clamorous, haugh- 
ty, ill-natur'd, thoughtleſs Noncon Woman, 
Pl toſs'd and driven like a Veſſel in a Storm, 
without a Pilot, by every Tide of her Paſ- 

ſions. 5 | | 
Our modifh She Cavaliers, I can't pre- 
ſume to deny it, count theſe very excellent 
Qualifications a moſt extraordinary En- 
courage- 
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| PL 
couragement for coupling, and wander we 
Men ſhould turn tail. There is no Myſtery 
in Religion, of ſuch Difficulty and Impor- 
tance as this is, cries a certain famous Fe. 
male Caſuiſt, The very Term Celibacy is a 
wy choaking Guttural, fit only to gargle 
the Throat of an Highlander, ſays another. 
Brillante, peerleſs Maid! ſwells her whole 
Frame into a moſt enormous Size at the 
naming a Baichelor, and, with all her Muſ- *' 

cles cocked and primed, exclaims againſt | 
them with the moſl malignant Energy of 
Narratioz, expanding her Mouth wide, as 

if the would ſnap one up like a Radiſh, and 
fighing with Envy, as a Citizen does at 

* the Smell of a new Hay- cock. In my 
Opinion, now, this Lady wants muzzling. 
Another quaintly cries, Toa Batchelors 

<want couching ſurely ! For ſhe had much ra- 

ther, ſhe tells you, (pretending great Mo- 
deſty and Caution, with a theuſand Aﬀeve- 
. rations, and not without a few preternatural 
Fluſhings) impute it to ſome Defect or o- 

ther in the Opticks, than believe we want _ 
ſtimulating ; and thinks *tis ſo plain a Caſe, 

that no Spots were ever more ſignificant in 

a purple Fever. Well! the Eye will have *” 

its 2#0ta of Diſorders, tis to be hop'd, eier 

lang. Here's freſh Matter for our celebrated _ 
Engliſh Oculifft to work on; and I make no 
Queſtion, but every Quack will be preſcrib- 7 

ing his Noſtrum, with a pompous Account 

of the deſpotic Sovereignty of the Medi- 
Line, in all the Daily * They have 
many other Regiments of Solutions, drawn 

up Rank and File, which are too . 
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„ 3 
here to mention; ſome have, to approve 
themſelves in the Science, even inſpected 
our Urine, as ſeveral Chamber-maids (with- 
in the Bills of Mortality, more eſpecially 
Hopes of having the Secret communicated 
> TTX co them, have been heatheaiſh enough to 
> MX facrifice to Venus Cenetrix; and one poor 
Fellow they condemn'd ro Lithotomy. 
A thouſand other ſuch idle Fancies have en- 
ter'd their Pericraniums, and therefore, me- 
thinks, it's a great Pity, there's no Mnd- 
""® Midwife, to deliver my good Country wo- 
men of theſe. mental Pregnancies z She | 
= might drive as faft as the would into Prac- 
1 LICE, | | 2 
From what has been ſaid, it's plain I 
| ought not to be ſued for Defamation, 
* ſhould I ſay, that Malrimony is the very 
gtjirſt Thought that enters a Lady's Head, 
and the laſt that gets out of it. *Tis 
"> agreed on all Hands, that my fair Coun- 
try-women never think themſelves com- 
=X pleatly happy, till they gain each a Mo- 
in 7 nopoly of Lovers, or an Husband, whom 
ve they look upon as contrived merely for 
er MM their Diverſion, and uſe them as Children 
ed do their Bawbles ——— Bat, be that as it 
no woll, ſued or not, I cannot for my own Part, 
I own, think any of the foregoing Schemes 
will in the leaſt tend to diſcover rhe Cauſe, 
or Seat of the Malady. It quite paſſes my 
Conception, what Buſineſs the far-fam'd 
Ophthalmic Doctor can have to do in the 
Caſe, As great a Son of Pæun as he is, 
I can't fee what Succeſs he can promile 
himſelf, 
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himſelf, (no Detraction to his Skill) ſhould 
he, when applied to, undertake us. As to 
their turning Piſs-prophets, (and no doubt 
they criticize on Oraure too ;—Pity they 
don't publiſh their Ob/ervations) I confeſs, I 
can't help ſmiling at a Fancy ſo uncommon 
and fundamentally low. Your cool, ſaga- 
cious Heads generally cry up, Medio tuliſſi- 
mus; but this Scheme is ſeveral Fathoms 
below it. A Painter of Genius and Hy- 
mour might draw a good Picture enough 
of them in Conſultation z- and this Proceed- 
ing of theit's may furniſh us out a little 
Mirth o'er a Bottle, or ſo; but, I fear, won't 

reatly tend to the Advancement of medi- 
cinal Knowledge. I am not of Opinion | 
Diureticks would be material here, or that | 
aſſiſting our Worſhips Abdomens, whether by 
Clyſters or otherwiſe, would do any Ser. 
vice. I never ſaw their Vade-mecum indeed 
but I am told it is as beneficial to the Com. 
monwealth, as Dr. Saluox's Diſpenſatory was 
allowed to be; nor do I know any Thing 
of their Modus Prejcribendi z but my Mind | 
- ſtrangely miſ-gives me, if Galen and Hippo- 
crates indi&t them not for Empiricks in the 
next World! The famous Pill (if in any 
Caſe) is good here, I fancy; as *tis an U- * 
niverſal Remedy, *tis doubtleſs Antimaniac ; © 
and I think they ſhould be obliged to take 
it, and then, if it fails of the deſired Suc- 
ceſs, proper Meaſures ſhould be thought on, | 
by the civil Power, to confine them, e'e 
they contribute to people the lower Regions i 
with their Pharmacy; —Two Quacks in a 
Century are enough in Conſcience. I 
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; Was the female Sex, and equally as conducive to 
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rr 
But I would gladly know, to what End 
is all this Caprice, this making Mountains 
of Mole- hills? What Neceſſity for all their 
microſcopical' Chamber- pot, and Cloſe-ioo! 
Animadverſions; their Hog and Dog- noctigs, 
as they call them; their Arcana, and the 


L—d knows what? The Caſe is plain e- 
nough without treſpaſſing on the Province 


of the Phyſicians, ſurely ; but they love to 
project a Parcel of (I know not what) idle 
Schemes,. even how to eat their Meals, and 
drink Tea. Pm inform'd there's a particular 
Ceremony the Women make uſe of, when 
they go ito ſh—t ; and that a certain languid 
Lady, of inflexible Compoſure in her Phyſi- 
ognomy, always travels to the Vault in her 
Coach and four; 13 4 

A natural Vivacity, ſpotleſs Deportment, 


and unaffected Modeſty, free from all the 
peeviſh, ſuſpicious Formalities of the Prude, 


are the moſt. diſtinguiſhing Ornaments of 


their Advantages; as productive of our warm- 
— They even 


X whiten to our very View, and, amiably tri- 
umphant o'er the mythologick Senſe of 
Mealib and Fortunes, dare and defy us not to 
"© kneel to Love. Such, ſuch were the rich 
"X Qualifications of a Roman Matron ; 
= even the ſlighteſt Surmiſe was of the moſt 
dangerous Conſequence, and Cz/ar*s Wife, if 
but ſuſpe&ted, would have been arraigned; 
found guilty, been condemn'd, have ſuffer'd. 
3 And here preſents herſelf to view, and 
ſmiles in beauteous Agony, the dear Roman 
Heroine Lucrece.— Oh! happy, unhap- 
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| ( 34 ) 5 
py Collatinus, in the fame Inſtant, bleſt and 
curſt with the luxuriant Virtues of thy 
Wife! Vile! degenerate! [ know not 
what to call thee, Tarquin, Raviſher, that 
robb'd'ſt her of her Life, her Honour! 
One Inſtance more. How gracetully, 
how affectionately did the pleas'd Arria drag 


| the reeking Dagger from her Side, and 
fmiling ſwim in Death Nobly woven 


in her Husband's Fate, think how ſhe faints, 
Me falls! —Down by her Side ſinks the 
thrice happy Pætus, and in gentle Strife both 
flutter'd into Eternity, bathing in one com- 
mon Crimſon Stream ! 

Was thus the Welfare of both Parties vir- 
tually included in each other's, little would 
there have needed the famous Jus irium Li- 
berorum, in Honour of a married State, or 
thoſe many Diſcouragements annexed to Ce- 
libacy. — But even in thoſe early Times, 
may we meet with the ſeveral Degrees of 
your mere Wives, Body-bufts, c. (ſo vene-. 
rably ancient are they) and where then muſt 
we expect your Arria, your-Lucretia, now ? 


Mere the Women as little, as they are good, 
A Peaſe-cod would buy them a Gown and a Hood, 


For my own Part, I've often imagined, 
that Dame Nature, over benign to ſome very 
few, exhauſted her whole Store upon them ; 


reſolving, in Pity to Mankind, that ſince the 


too generous Husband ever joyfully (nay, | 
and I might ſay with Pride,) reſign'd his 
Breath, in requital to the endearing Object of 


his Wiſhes, who made Perdition ſweet ; he 
| | ſhould 


(3F) 
ſhould thereafrer be the better diverted, 
from ſuch a zealous Piece of Madneſs, by 
the many Fripperies and fantaſtick Scapes 
the Sex have, ever ſince thoſe Halcyon Days, 
been addicted to; and this may poſlibly 
be aſſigned as a Reaſon, why the Billing /- 
gate Shrew is at preſent as eaſy and eligible 
a Conſort as moſt of our Cauſtick Wives. 

A bad Excuſe is better than none at all ; 
and, I don't doubt, but my Country-women 
will be ready enough to ſnap at any Thing 
to vindicate their Imperfections. But here 
I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that this Con- 
jecture, by the by, was no ways deſign'd ro 
eclipſe their Failings; and would at beſt 
— 5 but a lame Apology for the modern 


eign of Gallantry and Indiferetion ; ſince 
how much ſoever we ſhould grant Nature 
to have degenerated from the wonted Equa- 
lity of her Diſtributions, yet the moſt"fenny, 
barren Soil might be ſo far improved by 
. Care — Culture, as to yield even a 
ilderneſs of Sweets, and all the flowing O- 
dours of Caſia, Nard, and Balm. 
But here they'll again take ſhelter, and 
tell us, that during their infant State, when 


the Mind is moſt ductile and capable of 


23 Impreſſion, they were wholly conſign'd over 
to the very beneficial Management and 
Care of a conniving Mam or Auntee, whoſe 
Paſſions were perhaps in a continual Jar 
with, and for the moſt Part over-rul'd, their 
Reaſon ; and that all their Slips and Unre- 
ſervedneſs we now, perhaps too juſtly, com- 
plain of, are the unhappy Reſults of Pre- 
judice and Education. If their Go- 
E 2 verneſs 
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VvVerneſs Lyce, who carries Memento*mb#i in 
ber moſt autumnal: Phyſiognomy, muſt 
needs uſe the famous, beautifying, du Sa- 
von Liquids, with a thouſand other Doctor's 
Coſmeticks, and perſonate- a raw, undiſtin- - 
guiſhing, giddy Girl of fifteen, the Sanctity 
of her Doctrine will doubtleſs be agreeable 
to the Severity of her Sentiments; and thus, 
being not ſufficiently fenced againſt the too 
inviting Excurſions. and unſeaſonable Li- 
berties of a perverſe, degenerate Age, tis no 
Wonder, that the poor thoughtleſs Minions 
become, as *twere,. neceſſitated ever after to 
walk in the Trammels of Folly, Wanton- 
neſs and/Incrigues. 56 
| Obſerve now, Batchelors all, how very 
ready theſe ſame Upſtarts are to fly to any 
Thing for Sanction; and why ſhould we 
then ſcruple to think, that if they ſhould 
ever happen to tip their Husbands a.Pair 
of Horns, or ſo, they would not tell them 
they might have watch'd their Waters bet- 
ter. Hold, hold, dear pretty Miſſes, 
fair and ſoftly gaes far. True, your 
over and above good-natur'd Superinten- 
dant may have been in Fault, and I bluſh 
to think that great Part of the Blame may 
be juſtly enough ſhifted off upon her, for 
not contributing more to the Reformation of 
your Manners, inſtead of learning . you to 
build Paper Towns and Houſes. — And 


may this Cenſure of your's caution them all, 
againſt grudging you their Frowns and Me- 
naces for the future; and lay them under 
an indiſpenſible Obligation to exert the Au- 
thority delegated to them upon all proper 

| | | cca- 
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Occaſions ; a little more at leaſt than of 
late they've been prevail'd upon to do. 
But, by the by, flying in their Faces will 
never ſalve. the Sore; you, you yourſelves, 
have been too blame. 


However, ſince you ſeem to lay ſuch 
mighty Streſs. an the latter Part of your 
Argument, pray let's e'en ſift it a little; 
Fou are not fenced, ſay you, ſufficiently 
s againſt the many inviting Excurſions, Cc. 
of a perverſe, degenerate Age, and ſo, poor 
Minions, become as twere neceſſitated to 
„ be Fools. * —— This is ſtepping forth, 
you ſay, to do Juſtice to yourſelves, far- 
ſooth.— Wiſe and wonderful! And is not 
'this publickly defending univerſal Anarchy 
and Confuſion ? ——Fie, fie; Example, 
we all grant, is a living Law, and, cry you, 
the Age is degenerate ; learn, then by other's 
Miſtakes to correct, not palliate, your own. 
Experience teaches us, how the more ju- 
dicious Part of Mankind, by their own In- 
duſtry and Application, have ſubtilized and 
refined a very gew-gaw Education. — 
Look now but inwardly a while, and I dare 
_ promiſe you'll all readily enough agree, that, 
in Reſpect of your Intellects, you are at 
leaſt on the ſame Level with ourſelves; nay, 
if I am not much miſtaken, J have before 
now heard ſome of you contend for a Su- 
pertority in the Accompliſhments, as well of 
your Minds as Perſons; and why, if this be 
true, ſhould you chuſe to eclipſe the Radiancy 
of your Talents with a fictitious Luſtre, rather 
than ſatisfy Mankind with a generous Ema- 
nation of your natural Genius and Derlec- 
tions? 
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tions? — This very Article will, I fear, 
more than counter- balance the Merits of your 
Cauſee. E 
Should I pretend to carp at evry ſingle 
Peccadillo, Es — * 8 — 
are pleas'd to term the Sex's greateſt Foibles) 
J very much queſtion, if I ſhould have done 
writing till Doomſday z and that to no great 
Purpoſe neither, fince they would be full as 
conſtant to them as the Needle to the North- 
Pole. Beſides, for ought I know, ſuch 
an Undertaking might eccafion a general 
Dearth of Chriſtian Ink and Paper to the 
no ſmall Mortification of the Honld-be-wits, 
&c. who would preſently defire the Favour 
of me to bring my Scroll into a more rea- 
ſonable Compaſs; and, with a Murrain on 
me, to conſider a little the Birth-right and 
Splendida Bilis of both my learned and un- 
learned Brethren of the Quill. 
I ſhall therefore diſmiſs my female Anta- 
goniſts with the following ſeaſonable Ad- 


monition, chat if to get 4 good Husband be 


the leading Paſſion of every Britiſh fair one, 
nothing will obſtruct the deſited End fo 
much as their preſent ill- judg'd Liberties, 


or an unwary Game at Romps ; which, tho” 


they poſſibly may tickle the pretty Fancies 
of ſome finical, puny-fac'd, prowling Beau, 
or poetical Haberdaſber, will at the laſt bring 
no other Griſt than a deal of Powder, a 
few Toys from Helicon, a Draught of the 
Fountain Hippocrene, or a Jointure in Par- 
naſſus; and are quite different Conſiderations, 
than uſually take Place, with a Man of Senſe, 
in the Choice of a Wife. 

My | 


a i 
My next Deſign is, to ſpeak ſomething in 
Behalf of ourſelves, and a fingle Life ; and 
tho' from what has been already ſaid, one 
might reaſonably 2 conclude you are 
in no very uxopious Cue, yet, I can pro- 
miſe you, *twill not be amiſs to prevent a 
hor Fit, or ſo, by taking the following ſo- 
vereign Anii matrimonial Cathartic, made 
of a few Conſiderations on the Piſadvan- 
tages of Wedlock. ——— It will, I believe, 
perfectly eradicate all the dreadful Effects 
of a pretty Face, glance of an Eye, or 
Bride- cake; is eaſy in its Operation; keeps 
the Body cool and temperate, and preſently 
rectifies the vitiated Blood and Juices, with 
all the concomitant Palpitations of the 
Heart, by deſtroying: them Root and Branch, 
as thouſands in the moſt deplorable Circum- 
ſtances ha ve experienced to their unſpeakable 
Comfort and Satisfaction. 
R Then, when cool upon your Pillow, 
a Conſideration on the Weakneſs of Wo- 
men's Natures, which (ſays a good, tho' 
* anonymous Author) being attended with 
* over-much Heat and Humidity, makes 
them in general more inclinable to Viee, 
than the Men, that nobler and more ſub- 
ſtantial Part of the Creation.“ And if this 
be the Caſe, as there is little or no Reaſon to 
doubt it is, if there is a Depravity in their 
very Conftitutions (which, I have already 
ſhewn you, has been well improved by 
Education) Youth and Beauty can never 
ſuffice, for the Want of Sobriety and Virtue, 
nor guard us againſt the almoſt perpetual 
Hurricane of their Paſſions, 
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SPS £8 
From ſuch their Amazonian Compoſition, 
1 ſuppoſe it is, that every Day, I had almoft 
faid every Hour, every Moment affords us 
inconteſtable Proofs, how that the moſt im- 
placable Enmity and Inquietudes betwixt 
Husband and Wife proceed, for the moſt 
part, from the ſlighteſt Surmiſes, and Things 


of the verieſt trifling „ eee ; as, whe- 
ther two Two- penny 


Lakes are not better 
than a Groat Cheeſe- cake; or boil'd Cock 
and Bacon as faſhionable a Diſh on Shrove- 
Tueſday, as Chine and Turkey at Chriſtmas. 
A certain fat, freſh-colour'd Lady of my 
Acquaintance threw a Bowl of an ill. 
ſcented Liquor of her own making at her 
Husband's Head, for not approving the 


Price and Colour of her Damask, and in- 


ſiſting *rwas of no Edification to him to 
know, by what particular, odd Accident 
ſhe was ſo happy as to light of it; or to be 
told the Difference between cheap*'ning Silks 
on Ludgate Hill, and Covent Harden: And 
Snubſy proclaim'd downright War with her's, 
for ridiculing her pretended great Erudition 
in Coffee-grounds, Thus, you ſee; the leaſt 
Contradiction {which ſhould rather awaken 
their Attention than Paſſion) makes them 
fally out, all at random, into the utmoſt 


4 


— 


oe catch it quick, 
As Stubble does the Flame. 


— 


Now both can never wear the Breeches, 


that's certain; and, ſhould we even ſuppoſe 


the Man (for *tis not impoſſible but he * 
and 
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lied by his re- echoing. Zoliſftical l Pit 


I - 
* rendred inefficacious, by an eter· 
nal Round of ſtrong Antipathy and Woe. 
Oft may we hear the Conduct of the moſt 
affable, beſi-bred Man alive, our; Friend or 
Acquaintance, called in Queſtion, and ſul. 


She alone takes Umbrage at: his Proceed- 
ings. To her he is quite otherwiſe, tho? 
a well. known, poor, ſubmiſſive Slave, ſo 
very crouch'd and brow-beaten, ſo exqui- 
ſitely ſerifible of Reſtraint, that he muſt, if 
commanded to rock the Cradle, and fing Lul- 
laby, not even date to look negatively; and | 
yet ſo irreclaimable, forſooth, and ſavage to 
that ſweer ſupplemental Self of his, that no 
good Offices can oblige him ;— A very Mid- 
night Brute, regardful of nothing but the 
looſe Scapes of W We, Dice ond 
Harlots. - 20 * 1 Ga 
: Philander, if J may fo. ſay em real 
ro have degenerated from himſelf, | 
quite ſottiſn, and; from a Briskneſs of Tem. 
and Converſation, is become ſullen and 
inconſtant; ſhews not ſo much as a faint 
Reſemblance of his priſtine Zeal for the 
once favourite Goddeſs of his Affections; 
nor is any Place ſo nauſeous to him as his 
Home. He lives as tho' he were her Neigh- 
bour only, will have nothing in common 
with her, aud ſeems perfectly unacquainted 
with her very Name. In ſhort, you would 
take him to be no ways intereſted in the 
Family, and that he had actually forgot 
he had ever taken Koxana FR oy 1 
0 7 $0. e e e 
ene, e de. Wbat 


£43). 


* What impertinent Wbimſy, Philander, 
1 has made thee: ſo ſtrangely to alienate thy- 
= ſelf from one hee tbop/ haſt choſen, tor 
thy inſeparable. Companion, and, as ſuch, 
=” ought'ſt to love and reſpect her! Whence 


quality of Temper, this Inconſtancy of Af- 
fection, this Phrenzy, this Silence, "his De- 


. io ſpair? —— Speak, ſpeak the cruel Cauſe 
= ſinkeſt thou under the galling Weight of 
. j Ws thy publick, or private Affairs? Hah 1 
447" art chou tortur'd by domeſtic Broils? A- 


and A | las! tis to no Purpoſe to kick, as you, have 
= | put on the Fetters — are the P rieſt 
has _ Four” Hands, "6p 


Fret &er fo Sch you nub en 
Jo bear the matrimonial, Ti 7 


— Once bound ile Female and the Male, 
we . Ihe one 15 1 U ober; Bail. 2512 
FA ii. 


pay Pin Ks is, youll ſay, e that the 
n fame Privileges ſhould not be allowed the 


Englifs, as the Chineſe. . Having Occaſion 


| the formerly to travel into thoſe Parts, being 
125 entertained by a Mandarin one Day, among 


other of their Cuſtoms, he informed me, 
chat they were at full Liberty to ſell their 
meg Wives, the very Moment they thought pro- 
Arg per to exerciſe; their Lungs, and that they 


___ put them up by Auction. If this Practice 
dhe i was allowed: here in England, I make no 
1551 Scruple, but we mould have Auctions in 
aced Bl every Town throughout the Kingdom, each 
Fs Day in the Week. The Advertiſements in 
Y hat — - F 2 the 


has all this Reſtleſſneſs + Mind, this Ine- 
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the Daily Papers, on this Occaſion, wouia, 
no Doubt, bring in a conſiderable Revenue; 
4 alot impoſſible to conceive, how large- 
I the Article of Parſons Wives only would 
contribute, if ſuch a Scheme were to be ſer 
on foot. I would recommend it to the 
learned Orator of Clare-market, to be very 
On —— this Subject, the next Time 
e mounts ! I dare ſay, he need not in the 

leaſt fear a crowded ae Ot! 
© Ecolding, however, by this Cuſtom, we 
may perceive, is no e al. to the Europe. 
ans only ; but extends to all Points of the 
Compaſs. They * mar it in China by a 
Word that ſignifies Bleating ; the Sound pro- 
duced being quite different in Tone to what 
it is in theſe Parts; becauſe, the Medium 
of Air being not ſo denſe in China, as in 
theſe Northern Climates, the Voice is not 
ſo eaſily heard. I have been told tho}, 
that, as by Multiplying-glaſſes one Thing 
is repreſented to the Eye as many; ſo, by 
à proper Polyphone, the Ladies have there | 
- contrived, one Sound may be heard as ma- 
ny, and that — in the ſame or à diffe- 
rent Note. They have likewiſe their Mi- 
crophones, or magnifying Sound - inſtruments, 
ſo ordered, that they ſhall render the moſt 
minute Sound i in Nature diſtinctly audible, 
by magnifying it to any Loudneſs, ſo as to 
be heard, if they pleaſe, ſome Leagues off. 
They tell me, one of each of: theſe Inſtru- | 
ments has been lately brought into England; 
but I hope for no other Uſe; than, if a War 
Nould happen to break out between us and 
che contending Powers, to ſurpriſe the Ene- 
b my. 


5 _— * 3 
© * 1 _ 
— . —— * * — >, var er e 


FOnY 4s.) | 

A Whiſper by the laſt of them, dix. 
25 A be may be made as loud as a 
the Shot of a Cannon, and Woe betide the 
poor Husband, if they are to be produc'd 
upon every. trifling Squabble. The Elation 
of their natural Voices is ample Penance 


for the worſt Offences; they need no Aſſiſ- 


tance of Art, IJ am ſure.” All the World 
knows they may ſupport. their own Conſti- 
tutions by them, againſt Enemies of all 
Complexions, and Oppoſition in every Shape. 
There's ſcarce a married Man in the King- 
dom, but knows with ho little Succeſs he 
has aſſerted the Cauſe of Liberty, when 


once they began to diſcharge their Artil- 


lery. The Reception he has met with has 
been generally ſo very warm, he has been 
glad to abandon it, and capitulate on the 
beſt Terms he could. 1. 

Were the Conflict ſhort, it might be 
ſomething more tolerable; but the worſt is, 
they have never done harping on the ſame 
String. Not one in fifty ever ſoften into Si- 
lence, till they have claw'd and curry'd us 
to ſome Purpoſe. The learned Buxtorf 
tells us, the Jewiſh Rabbins laid it down as 
a Maxim, that Prayer multiplied was certain- 
2 heard. Among the Heathens too, we 

nd, vain, empty Repetitions were thought 
neceſſary to lengthen out Devotion. The 
Greeks call ſuch Battology. They uſed it 
Deorum aures contundere, (ſays the Come- 
dian) 40 flun the Zars of their Deities, who, 
they fooliſhly enough imagined, could never 
hear or underſtand. them, unleſs. the ſame 
Thing was repeated 100 times over. Whe- 
ther 
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ther my good Country«women have been 
much converſant in the Rabbinical Writings, 
or no, I can't ſay ; but they ſeem to be very 

fond of the ſame Tenet, however contrary 
it be ta the Rules ot Chriſtianity, En paſ 

fant, I would recommend to them ſome ne- 
eeſſary Tenets on the Government of the 

Tongue; and, well knowing from their 
breeding their Deſire of Novelty, and being 
aſſured nothing can be more new to a mo- 
dern, polite Lady, I hope it will not be 

deem d a Mark of Diſreſpect to requeſt their 
Peruſal of the Bible too, which would pre- 
ſently, if they complied with the Directi- 
ons there laid down, relieve them of this 
Fiſtula of the Mind. As to their modiſn 
Slander and Raillery, with other their Tea- 
table, tawdry Miſcellany, this is what any 
Man may reconnoitre at his Leifure, and 
therefore-*ewill be needleſs to tire the Rea- 
der with a long Detail of the Misfortunes 
that may attend it; we may only remark, 
that, ſhould we ſpeak compaſſionately of 
theſe Foibles, and ſuppoſe them accidental 
only, proceeding from meer Want of Judg- 
ment, not Ill-nature; yet, as they mult 
tend often to expoſe the Party, and preju- 
dice a Man's Reputation, (and either Wo- 
men's Tongues muſt be employed on theſe 
or the like Topicks, the Moment Jaw- work 
is over, otherwiſe they have no more Spirit 
in them than dead ſmall Beer, but grow as 
heavy as Brunſwick Mum ;) this Confide- 
ration alone, methinks, ought to make a 
Man cautious enough, how he ventures to 
truſt theſe never - failing Seed - plots of — 

| col 


2 
cord mitk che Secret, f bis Heart, muck 
more how he ſacrifices his Perſon, — --— It 
he muſt either have bis Ears. flPd with ill- 
natur'd, injudicious Reflections on the Miſ- 
takes of others, a ſage Curtain. lecture, or 
addle:headed Bed-roll on Caudles and Con- 
fections, o- my Conſcience he'd better tend 
a Dung- cart, or godenme man aa Ou 
Pippin planter.. N 
1 had. almoſt forgot, another very i 
tant Point, viz. that of Cuckoldom, which, 
1 ſhall take for granted, all married Men 
ſtand a fair Chance for, the Moment the Sun 
enters Taurus, (for chen about is the moſt 
dangerous Time, according to. the. niceſt 
Calculation: of our Al onogets) and leave 
them to vindicate the mon Cauſe. Here 
the Women are always in a terrible. Pother, 
and look juſt like ſo many ruddy Meteors, 
the Moment they find a Man poſſeſſed with 
this Clap of the Mind ; but — view a little 
the roothleſs Matron in her Eve of Life, 
when it may be almoſt queſtion'd,, whether 
ſhe exiſt, or no, declare, by peeping Fits, 
the little Smoke that's left, and crackle at 
the Thought; then tell me, if we may not 
very plauſibly. preſage a Rival's Charms, 
and dread; the ſneaking Sig ? nr Dur 
E ſweet, good- 3 Houſbold - dove, 
forlooth, may not here only debaſe dur Fa- 
mily, but obtrude a ſpurious Iſſue upon us 
for legitimate Heirs to our Eſtates; and thus 
we are to fall ſo many Sacrifices, poor, cre- 
dulous AlnÞictons + 1 70 a dell Woman“ 8 
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ust Hear ns; forhtar bop Ti is Toi Nevete 4 
— Curſe : 1 G11 
; | This: Pain is perfett A7 * wort. 
1 Of Pvilsy and, ee overturus 
© AH" Paticice.' — . 
e N \ 
is Indeed: N bf "this Repei 
Muri, Aurelius, that, when asked. why he 


repudiated not the Empreſs Fauſtina? He 


calmly replied, In ſuen Caſe, he ougght in 
Juſtice to return her Dower, viz. the Em- 
pirez and therefore we find thought it more 
adviſeable to acquieſce in, and ſereen, than 


expoſe her Conduct, which was already be- 


come ndtorious enough by her frequent E- 
lopements; and ſo ſat down (as we ſay in 
plain Engl) a contented Cuckold. Ay, ay; 
cries Sanarelle, a Gentleman greatly diſtin- 
ppb in the learned World for his equal 
ill in the Sciences of Law, Pip-curing, 
and Poetry. This Emperor, all Mankind 
knows, was a Philoſopher, a very ſtrict Sto- 
ick Philoſopher too, à Sect fantaſtically pre- 
tending they were free from all. Paſſions 
whatſoeyer ; who, tho' they ſaw their Wives 
courted under their very Noſes, and were 
Witneſſes to the private Intercourſe they had 
with their Sparks, would yet very tamely put 
up the Affront, and never offer once to 
prove their Courage in revenging at 3 - 
the Crime was truly perſonal only, and there- 


fore how could their Honour bleed. ——A 
Man ſhould never be angry either at what 


he can or cannot help ;—if their Wives had 
done amiſs, let them e'en ſmart for it; but 
why ſhould their Choler riſe at an infamous 

Mincks, 


"I : 
Mincks; who vouchſafes to add the Ra: 
polit of a Gallant to that old, ſtanding 
Diſh of an Husband? At this rate they ar- 
gued, I ſuppoſe, if the Truth were known, 
for fear of having drubbed Backs; as well as 
Horns on their Foreheads; otherwiſe ſure, 
they would ſcarce have permitted their Ma- 
dams to ſin on with Impunity, audacious 
Creatures! and ſuffer People, as they paſs 
by, to point at them. with their Fingers ſet 
out like Horns, for half a Year together. 
My Neighbour S$g4narelle then would 
not, it's evident, betray ſo morbid a Brain. 
No; rather than not laudably vent 
his unruly Paſſion, he would diſcharge the 
| 33 Humour in exceeding purulent 
etre. His Caſe is ſo very worthy of 
happy Memory, I ſhall beg Leave to relate 
„ Th, © | ' 


For theſe five Years laſl paſt; for fear of 

having more Cradles going, he has, with a 

true Spaniſh Gravity, been preaching up 

the Doctrine of Abſtinence to his Lady; 
but, as he is pleaſed to affirm; his Rhetoric 
proves abortive : For, tho' he is ready to 
depoſe upon Oath, before any of his Ma- 
jeſty's Juſtices; that he has not come within 
a Yard of her all the Time; yet the Clock 
(he has the utmoſt Reaſon to think) went as 
the Clerk pleaſed, and he cannot but ap- 
prehend a Stag's Topknot ſprouting. Be- 
ginning to vociferate very loudly; one Day, 
upon. this Occaſion, a Corps of the black, 
ſhirtleſs Lords of Anarchy, a Million ſtrong 
of Vermin, ſoon marſha]l'd round his Door: 
G eompli- 
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complimenting him as uſual. The Neigh⸗ 
bours, good Folks, with all poſſible Preci- 
pitation, ran in to compoſe Matters; but 
no Pater noffer would then go down with 
him; Perſuaſions were quite oſt ; he rump- 
ed them moſt Teutonically; and, mounting 
 Rozinante, cap-a- pee, dreſs'd in his Shirt 
like a Prize fighter, with a Lapper of it 
hanging out elſewhere, flouriſh'd an old, 
ruſty Garden - ſeythe, briſtling and churning 
che Foam like a little Captain; and deny- 
ing the poor, terrify'd Lady (who all the 
while look d fo froſty chaſte, one would have 
ſwore ſhe was a Vaſtal) the leaſt Quarter, 
till a Detachment of Surgeons, to whom he 
difpatched his Circular Letters on their firſt 
falling out, ga ve in their Verdict. What 
they depos d, I ne*er could learn; but if 
common Fame ſays true, a Dram a-piece 
ſerved for their Fees, and the poor, hop- 
ping Gentleman, of the ill-favour'd Viſage, 
(as they call him) has been ſince univerſally 
allowed to be out of his Wits 3 and, maugre 
all the Admonitions of his Friends to the 
contrary, ſwears he can prove himſelf cot- 
nuted by Algebra, and will proſecute her, 
ay, that he will, withall the Accuracy of a 
Serjeant, He has taken up too a Reſolu- 
tion, Pm informed, to oblige the World 
with Memoirs of the Caſe in Verſe, in five 
Volumes, Folio, each as large as a Church 
Bible; to which, for the Diverſion of the 

Publick, will be prefixed a curious Frontiſ- 
piece, repreſenting ' the late Squabble, with 
the Humours of the Surgeons, deſigned by 
a very maſterly Hand. See what *tis to 
be a Cuckold, even in Conceit And 
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And here give me Leave (now we are ups 
on this Article) to reflect a little on the 
Complaiſance of our Exgliſb Laws, with re- 
lation to the fair Sex. They oblige an Hus- 


band to own a Child, born after he has been 
abſent many Years, provided he has been 
within the Bounds of the Iſland during that 


Time. The Indulgence is grounded on two 
Reaſons; firſt, becauſe the Wife has plight- 


ed her Faith ſolemnly io be true, which ſhe 


is preſumed nut to have - broken; and ſe- 
condly, becauſe it is in the Husband's Pow-- 


er to ſecure his Wife's Honeſty, and what 


Right or Power any Perſon enjoys, he is 


always ſuppoſed to exerciſe, But this is 


really taking for granted, what rarely is 
Matter of Fact; for, tho* a Man ought to 


keep an Eye on his own Concerns, yet, if a 
Woman has a mind to prove diſhoneſt, not- 
withſtanding all her Husband's Watchfulneſs, 


ſhe will find Opportunities enough to break 


her nuptial Fidelity, Plato obſerves, that 
the Wives of the Spartan Kings were pub- 
lickly watched and overſeen by the Ephori, 
(who were, as Suidas tells us, ordinarily five 
in Number) left any Heir ſhould be obtrud- 
ed on the Crown, which was not of the Race 
of Hercules, All the Circumſpection their 
King could uſe, it's plain then, was thought 
ſufficient by the Spariqns, who (I doubt 
not) rook ſome proper Care, that due In- 
ſpection ſhould be made of the Manners of 
every private Woman, as well as of thoſe 
of the firſt Rank and Diſtinction: And if 
among the antient Spartans ſuch prodigious 


Care was requiſite, - why ſhould it be ſup- 
poſed leſs ſhould be neceſſary here among 
G 2 1 
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us:? Is there not the ** Danger of coun- 
terfeiting the Strain? And therefore why 
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ſhould the Ex gliſh Fair-ones be left under 
the ſole Guard 2251 their own Reputations? 
The Hiſtory of Paſipbaè is common enough. 
The Poets tell us (and who dare doubt what 
Poets ſay ?) that ſhe fell in love with a Bull, 
and that Dædalus made a Cow ot Wood: 


and put her into it; whereupon ſhe, ob- 


raining her Deſire, brought forth by him 
the Monſter called Minotaur, having one 
Part like a Man, the other like a Bull : K. 
Minos her Husband, however, was fain to 
father this Son and Heir, as appears. by the 


Name, and ſeemingly. for this Reaſon, that 


the Country was an Iſland, and he within 
the Bounds of it when the Infant was be- 
gotten: Tho' I cannot well ſee, how he 


could be believed to be the real F ather, the 


ncouthneſs of the Creature being ſufficient 
to overthrow the Favour of the Preſumpti 
on, and a ſtrong Argument of Paſiphar's 
Diſhoneſty. This Allowance therefore ſeems, 
in my humble Opinion, 3 Note beyond Eh. 
But, to haye done with this — 
Article of a ſpurious Brood, or ſuppoſe you 
are wholly ignorant of your Wrongs, and 
Meſſalind's violated Vows, Why then, pre- 
ſaming on the Merit of her Conſtancy, ſhe'll 
be ſure to take all Opportunities to commen 
to your Conſideration the, as yet, untainted 
Character of her Virtue, notwithſtanding the 
Blazonry of her Charms to tempt ſome leer- 
ing, puny-fac'd Fop, whom, out of her grear 
Seneroſity, ſhe very twittingly tells you, ſhe 
diſcards, maugre all his Aſſiduity, and 4 
mon 
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oft irreſiſtible Complaiſance to win her. 11 
ſer Honour skins all Wounds whatever, 111 

and you mult eben take this, as a ſufficient 10 
Excuſe for all her other Extravagancies and 1 
Miſcondu ccf. 5 . „„ 
A pleaſant Story enough is recorded of e 
Protagoras, a Diſciple of the famous Demo- | 4 111 
critus. He married his Daughter to his E- fi 106 
nemy to be revenged on him; and, when Wil! 
asked one Day, What made him fancy that 001 
Method above any? very coolly anſwered, e 
Becauſe he could think of nothing worſe to _ 
beſtow on him, than a Wife. Diogenes, as j 1 

great a Cynick as he was, could not help KIWI 
wiſhing, when he ſaw ſome Women hang- 10% 
ing on an Olive- tree, that all Trees whatſo- FTA 

ever were well loaded with ſuch Fruit. And | 
Alphonſo, King of Arragon, obſerved, that 

2 only Way to be happy in Marriage was, 
or the Husband to be deaf, and the Wife 


blind. What Socrates's' Opinion was, is ſo 
very common in every body's Mouth, that 
it may be thought impertinent here to re- 
cite it. Wedlock is a Padlock, cries ano- 
ther; and a great Wit of the preſent Age 
has been pleaſed to remark, that when once 
a Man's married, he's properly dead in 
Law, and ought to be deemed ſo according- 
ly; as de Mortuis, ſo de Maritis. Nh 
Simonides, the celebrated Poet of Cea, 

| Who, when requeſted to anſwer any Point 
propounded to him, uſed always to crave 
Time to deliberate on, and ſift the Matter 
thoroughly, before he gave his Opinion, 
omputes only one in ten throughout the 
Female World to be worth poſſeſſing. _ 
a | : Tn 
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* the Beginning, (fays he) the Souls of Wo⸗ 
+ mankind were made of different Materi- 
als: One Sort was compoſed of thoſe In- 
| « gredients that form a Swine ; a ſecond, of 
the ſame Materials as a Fox; a third of 
* canine Particles; the fourth of the Earth; 
the fifth of the Sea the ſixth Species of 
an Aſs; the ſeventh of a Cat; the eighth 
of a Mare; the ninth of an Ape; and 
the tenth and laſt of a Bee; and Kappy is 
| the Man, who gets ſuch an one.” Some 
j have indeed queſtioned, whether Women 
[| have any Souls, or no; of late, if I miſtake 
[| not, the Learned hive decided in the Affir- 
if mative ; I ſhall" take it for granted, how- 
= -- ever, that they have, and that common 
| Experience juſtifies Simonides's Calculation. 
{| And is not the Hauiboy in one Sex, do you 
„ think, as great a Rarity, as the Harpfiebord 
18 the other, you Ninny-hammer? cries a 
fanguine Caſuiſt. It may be ſoz and your 
' Inference, I ſuppoſe, is, or at leaſt. ought to 
it be, that not above one in ten ſhould enter 
"7 upon a conjugal State, becauſe not above 
| one in ten knows how to behave with Pro- 
priety in ir. Havia buried three Children 
and two Husbands, and bore the- Misfor- 
tune with all Chriſtian Patience; but was 
never able to get over the Lofs of her Par- 
rot Are thoſe, to whom a Muff, a Scarf, 
2 Tipper, a Lap-dog, would become a ſo- 
lid Bleſſing or Misfortune, ever capable of 
effing thoſe Accompliſhmenes, which 
are indiſpenſably neceſſary towards an hap- 
py Union? Sir Timothy is almoſt out of his 
Wits on account of his Greyhound running 
mad; 
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mad; *Twas my inſeparable Companion, ſays 
he, for iten' Nears tegetber. Florio places all 
his Happineſs in a Tulip- root; and the 
Loſs of a runhing Horſe ſhall prove a great- 
er Calatnity to Theron, than the Death of 
his Clarinda. Unleſs each ſtrive to make 


the other happy, Indifference muſt neceſſa- 


rily enſue. Affection is only natural to Per- 
ſons of even Tempers and uniform Diſpo- 


fitions: The molt melting Tenderneſs often 


degenerates into Aver ſion, People only diſ- 
covering by Degrees, whom they are tack- 
ed to. Taking then Simonidess Calculation 
for granted, tne Difficulty is, to diſcover 
how theſe tenth Perſons ſhould couple as 
they ought to do, i. e. in order to travel on 
together, to the End of their Journey, in a 
continuał Intercourſe of kind Offices and 
mutual Endearments. For Want of this 
proper Conſideration it is, that ſome Parties 
wow cool in the very Honey- month; ſome 
eparate before the firſt; others after the 
fifth Child: Happy would it have been; had 
they flown aſunder in the midſt of Court- 
ſhip! The general Way now-a-days is, We 
6 Foby , and Eliſabeth , hav- 
ing ſuch Eſtates, reſolve to take each o- 
ther: In Witnefs of which our pious Re- 
© ſolution, we interchangeably ſet our Hands 
© and Seals.“ Now, I think, other Conſi- 
derations are neceſſary; beſides that of the 
Rent- roll; and; whatever human Policy 
may teach; tis a Defection in Point of Mo- 
rality. When a Man has deceived an inno- 
cent Woman, if ſhe be not equal to him in 
Fortune; Cuſtom has made him ſcarcely 
00 ; reproach- 
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reproachable 5 be her Merit what it will: 


that's overlooked, and the World immedi- 


ately.ery out, How could fhe expefF be would 


marry ber? This is an unreaſonable Piece of 
Gallantry. The ſame Thing is often prac- 
tiſed indeed by my good Country- women; 


the firſt Lover has ten to one againſt him; 


he is made no other uſe of; but to raiſe her 


Price, and call in new Bidders. What is 
this, but ſetting themſelves up by way of 
Auction? The good Offices; the Pleaſures, 


and Graces of Life; are hever once put into 


the Ballance: But this en paſſant. The Ar- 


ticle we were upon was, how to pair theſe 
tenth Perſons fo, that ſuch might ſpend 
their Lives agreeably. Now, I think, the 


| Learned have as yet found out no cer- 


tain Rule to ſteer by. Cries one, a light; 
flaxen Hair is Venus's own Colour; ergo, it 
rarely fails ro ſhew the Party of a ſoft, kind 
Temper ; a light brown, harſh, and broken 
at the Ends; denote the ſame ; a dusky 
red betrays Melancholy; a bright, deep 
Hair, Treachery ; black, the Quarrelſome 3 
and a dark brown, the Indifferent; a ſwat- 
thy Complexion, high Forehead, Noſe ri- 
ſing; large; black Eyes, and wide Mouth, 
is a jure Sign of the Perſon's being born 
under Mars, a very Don Cholerick Snap- 
Hort-0 ; a ſanguine Complexion, haſel; or 
bluſh Eyes; a little Mouth, and ſtrait Noſe, 
denotes; the Party born under Venus, and 
= wt, . thoroughly good-natured, c. 
But all theſe Rules, tho* approved by our 
moſt eminent Aſtrologers and Phyſiogno« 
miſts, have often failed, to our great Diſ- 
e appointment. 


f 
5 


celebrated E. B. Eſq; and Juniper- ber- 
ries; dried and pounded, Zij. Cr abs-claws 
cj, mix theſe Powders well together, and 
© give as much, as will lie on a Silver 
Penny, in any Liquor, and the Effect will 
be wonderful.“ Howſoever theſe Vagaries 
may conduee to Merriment, yet, I believe, 
this *Squire's Recipe will be of as little Ser- 
vice, as a certain Philoſepher's Prayer. As 
this is therefore a Difficulty not ſo eaſy to 


be ſurmounted, and a Caſe: too of Conſci- 


ence, what if it were recommended to the 
Conſideration: of the Parſon of every Pariſh 
| throughout Great Britain ? I would have 
ſome new Tythe or other ſet apart as a Pres 
mium for their Pains ; whether it ſhould be 
the tenth. Child, or no, I leave O the De- 
termination of the Legiſlature, | _ | 

But ſuppoſe we ſhould light of a good 
Wife; and even, as Uly/es did, prefer the 
good old Woman to Immortality; yet ſure 
there is ſomething farther to be conſidered. 
Many Things may ſtill imbitter the Potion, 
and thoꝰ married Folks are commonly wont 
to ſay, The Partner of my Cares, &c. there- 
by inſinuating, that half the Cares of Life 
vaniſh immediately upon their changing their 
Condition, as they term it; yet, if they duly 
conſidered they were to bear half, or per- 
haps the whole, of each other's Troubles, 
(as thoſe, that intend to be good for ought, 
ſhould do) chey would preſently perceive-all 
this a mere Puff, without one Word of Truth 
or Senſe in it. With Children Cares are 
propagated; n Pains is requiſite 
«STR ; | to 


appointment. Take Nettle. ſeed, ſays the 
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to breed them up, and great are the Ex- 


53” 


pences attending their Education; very la- 
borious is the fitting them out properly, ſo 
as to become uſeful Members to a State. A 
Gentleman's Life, of all other, let me tell 
you, is the moſt difficult to paſs thro* with 
Propriety of Behaviour. Few Parents are 
equal to the Enterprize themſelves ; ' ſome 


| Perſons can't diſpenſe with the neceſſary Diſ- 


barſements neither; and others, that can, are 
yet roo ſparing in their Encouragement to 
aſters for their Care in Education, How 
many may be- juſtly enough compared to 
Epicurns's Gods, 'who lie lolling on the 
Clouds, and, inſtead of Bleſſings, pour down 
Storms and Tempeſts on the Heads of thoſe 
who ſacrifice to them! mi | 
Many are the diſtra cting Follies, and vi- 
cious Inclinations, I had almoſt ſaid, natu- 
ral to the callow Bloom of youthful Years. 
*Tis difficult to preſerve, in the preſent Age 
at leaſt, even an innocent Worthleſſneſs 
Various are then the Anxieties a doating 
Parent muſt of Neceſſity labour under, for 
Fear his darling Hopes, the only Support, 


it may be, of his hoary, venerable Age, 


ſhould deviate from the ſtrict Rules of Vir- 
tue, or be cut off &er knotted into Strength. 
Nature oft-times deals hardly by us, and 
ſeems, as it were PT. to diſregard, if 
not croſs our fondeſt Expectations, by ei- 
ther ſome giddy, lazy, or ill-ſhaped, vici- 


ous, diſdainful Off-ſpring, deſirous only to 


enjoy to day, ever thoughtleſs of to morrow 3 
and if a Parent can be faid to be happy, 
when he is upon the rack for his Child's Miſ- 
* conduct, 
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(59 ) 
conduct, I am quite out in my, Politicks. 
A truly tender Parent, (and who but ſuch 
deſerve the Name ?) to his great Diſſatiſ- 
faction, muſt reflect, all the remaining Part 
of his Life, how that he was the unfortunate 
Author and Introducer of ſo much Miſery 
into the World, and that better would it 
have fared. with him, were he childleſs. 


Our Fathers have been worſe than their*s, 
And we than ours; next Age may ſee 

ah. ' TY | "ny | 

2 A Race. more profligate than We, b-44 
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I know *tis a very common, but trifling, 
Excuſe, when a Man marries, to ſcratch 
his Pate, and cry, Why, I did it for the 
« fake of an Heir to my Fortunes; and 
therefore I touched upon the preceding Ar- 
ticle, to ſhew the Inſufficiency of ſuch a wild 
Apology.: If you are not baulked of your 
very wiſe Deſigns, (as oftentimes happens 
to be the Caſe) yet, Aurelius, how notably. 
may you entail it! It may be, on Bullion 
you. never ſtamped, at leaſt you can't, be 
ſure you did; for you muſt take all upon 
Truſt, (he may be the Son of a Fiddler, or 
Prize-fighter, for ought you know) and ſo 
your Favourite may chance to have no Right. 
to 1t 3 or elſe upon ſome clumſy, lazy, un- 
grateful Wretch, without one Grain of 
Senſe or Merit; and who, according to the 


Rules now in Vogue, even values himſelf 


Loak 


for his Profuſeneſs in Debauchery. 


a little round the wide World, and I'll war- 


rant, in your Range, you'll find one de- 
5 H 2 ſerving 
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ſervin ehough, and on whom *twill be te 

your Credit and the publick Benefit to be 
flow your Poſſeſſiond. To: give Children 
large Fortunes, without they can make a 
proper Uſe of chem, is ouly arming them 
with Power te de Miſchief, 


Prerenee (after ferewing his Body into a 
thouſand antick Forms, and ſighing, to 
make his reg 4 if he — 
by Sympakh r preſenting ers 
wich a Nen He entered the Liſts 
Champion- like, but is luckily diſappointed 
of his much wiſhed for Succeſſor. Tis 
well for the Publick and his Family that he 
is fo; and tlie 'Teaft, the latter can do te 


make themſelves amends for his Folly, is to 


ſer all the Bells a ringing at his Funeral. 
The wiſe Iaſtiradion of ſetrling fo much 
on an elder Son has no more Senſe in it, 
than if a Man ſhöuld begm a Deed with 
6 Whereas * no Man living knows How long 
© he ſhall continue to be a reaſonable Crea- 
© "ture, or an honeſt Man; and whereas I 
x B. am going to enter into the State of 
© Matrimony with Mrs. D. therefore T ſhall, ' 
- from henceforth, make it indifferent to 
me, whether trom this Time forward 1 
fhall be a Fool or a Knave: And there- 
fore, in full and perfect Health of Body, 
and a found Mind, not knowing which of 
my Children will 5 rove better or 'worke, 
IJ give to my eldeſt Sch, be he perverſe, 
ungrateful, impious, eruel, the Lump 
and Bulk of my Eſtate, and leave one 
een 
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Tears Purchaſe only to each of my 
younger Children, whether they ſhall be 
brave or beautiful, modeſt or honourable, 


from the Time of the Date hereof, where - 


« in I reſign my Senſes, and hereby promiſe 
to emplo my Judgment no further in the 
Diſtribution of my Effects, from the Day 
« of the Date hereof; hereby further con- 
feſſing and covenanting, that I am from 


henceforth married, and dead in Law.“ 


All Men ſure wiſh-their Children as good as 
themſelves, or as much better as they can 
poſſibly be; and therefore it is monſtrous, 
we ſhould pat it out of our Power to reward 
or diſcourage them, as they deſev re. 

There are but two reaſonable Pleas, ſays 
a learned Gent. for entering into the marri- 


ed State, vis. Intereſt and Inclination. Whe- 


ther this be a very orthodox Opinion, let 
the Champions in Controverſy determinę. 


Beau Nathan lays it down for an Axiom; 
but whether there may not be ſome Flaw in 


his Inſpiration, I leave for a certain famous 
She ſaint, in a black Gown, and long, green 


cordingly thus; * Where a young, half- 
* ftarv'd Hireling aims only at a comfort- 
able Subſiſtence, or to pay off an Army 
* of Duns that daily quarter on him, he 
cannot indeed be diſcommended for taking 


* ſome rich, old Mother Shipton, or ſo, 
home to him for ſome ſhort Time, be- 


ration of thoſe Words 


* cauſe the uſual Ace 


c is to make his Fof 
indeed, if he uſes her well eſpecially, (as 


* he ought doubtleſs to do) falls 3 ; 
"I | ere 
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Here he's ſafe, - I think-verily, from the 

reat Evil of Cuckoldom, (if that may be a 
Point. worth conſidering), and may have an 
Opportunity of exereiſing his Charity, for ! 
ha ve had Advice lately, that a Proclamation 
was ſome Time ſince publiſhed, prohibiting 
all Cuckolds, of what Degree ſoever, to 


go over 4 Bridge of Horns of their own 
making; and the poor old Ferryman has 
lain ſo long idle, they ſay, that he is like 
to be ſtarved to Death for Want of his Fees, 
every Paſſenger producing his own Horn. 
He proceeds ; But where there is a 
Competency before hand, to play the fool, 
£ and he manacled for Love, or an extraor- 
dinary Portion, or for Converſation, as 
6. ſome cry, tis perfectly inexcuſable; be- 
'£ cauſe? *tis'a Thouſand to one, but you are 
— ſhipwreckt. How many unhappy. Inſtar- 
© ces of this kind daily preſent themſelve 
to our View ?——Madam's Qualifications 


s 

* only all ſhe brought you, but your own 
Eſtate into the Bargain; and then how 
* ridiculous will it be for you, when you 
have ſpent Michaelmas Rent in Midſummer 
Moon, to urge Intereſt in your Defence, 
and cry. M could have thought all this} 
(as we Engliſhmen generally do, when we 
P 
o 


are at a.loſs for a Salvo.) Then, as 


for Love, That and. Pride flock Bedlam, 
ſays the old Proverb; and really, I think, 
I may be bold enough to pronounce, that 
Man deſerves Confinement, who loſes an 
* for an bars worth of Tar; he = 

e 20ve 


* 
* 27 


paſs the Styx in Charon's Boat; they are to 


may be ſuch, as will ſquander away, not 


* 
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love Bacon well, that licks the: Sow's 
CCC 25 yo.17 orret Dime: 

« I know 'tis urged very ſtrongly, adds 
© he, that there's a natural, irreſiſtible Pro- 
penſity in Man to enjoy the Party belov- 
« ed, which prevails with People to quit 
« their preſent happy Station, in Hopes of 
future Bliſs and Quiet, which does not 
« always befal them. No, I believe not 
indeed; and more Fools they then to be 
« prevailed upon to do fo; for I deny 
« there's any natural, irreſiſtible Propenſity, 
« or any thing like it. The ſtrongeſt By aſs 
on the Mind can never determine a Man 
« of Senſe to put in Execution, what he 
© knows may prove his Deſtruction. He 
may (if hell take the Pains) eaſily become 
© Maſter of himſelf. To ſubdue Pal- 
« fjon is a Conqueſt worthy a Man; he's 
truly brave that does it, and 'tis ever at- 
© tended with Satisfaction and Profit; but for 

us to give way to our unruly, head-ſtrong 

« Deſires, merely becauſe we are too lazy to 

correct them, betrays the Delinquents to 

* be only Signs of Men, hung out for Fa- 
© ſhion's ſake.” —Thus much Beau Nathan. 
Rail on as long as you pleaſe, cries An- 

_ tipho, you are none of you ſatisfied till you 
are nooſed, and would run almoſt any 

_ Lengths, if you had but an inviting Pro- 
ſpect. A ſuperficial View of Things may 

indeed invite: But why? Becauſe 'tis as a 
Proſpect from the Top of one Hill to an- 

other; we are apt to take no Notice of the 

Vale between. T have often wondered there- 
fore, why my Countrymen ſhould ſwagger 
about 
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about thus, and talk of Liberty, when at 
the ſame Time they are every Day giving 
clear Demonſtration, that they are ten times 
fonder of Slavery, and will not uſe the leaſt 
Circumſpection, to prevent fubjecting them- 
ſelves to the worſt of abſolute Monarchies, 
viz, Petticoat: government. Hit or miſs, 
ny e*en venture on, as Johnſon did on his 

Heaven at firſt made the Woman, it's 


% 


true, the lower Part of the Creation; but 


we have, out of our abundant Complaiſance, 


13 gone ſince, and made them the upper. Pre. 


Vvidence made them humble, obedient, and 
innocent; but we have rendered them 
proud, imperious, and falſe. Poor An. 


lipbo is even forced to pay afreſh for every 


happy Night, they tell me, almaſt as dear. 
ly as he did for the firſt, notwithſtanding 
all his Remonſtrances againſt it. We find 
in Perſia, (1 think 'twas in the Reign of K. 
Artaxerxes Mnemon) the Women had got to 
that paſs, that they were forced ta make 2 
Law, That every Cock ſhould have full Li. 
berty to crow on his own Duhghil; I won. 
der ſuch a Bill was never broiight into Par- 
liament here in England. —— Would it not 
paſs, think ye? I agree we have Gentry e- 
nough, who pretend to bear a great Sway 
o'er. their Wives, and can boaſt how very 
obſervant they are; but at the ſame Time, 
if you go home with them, you ſhall ſee 
them ſtep as gingerly, as if they dreaded 
being overheard, -and are all as ſubmiſſive 
as Alderman ——, whoſe martial Ma- 
dam, upon his being, as ſhe thought, guil- 
; p . ty 


| _ 
* 


ty of 1 Indecorum for afſerting ſhe was a 


in the Ground, as a known Receipt to cure 
the Warts on her Hands, after hitting him 


a vety great Box of the Ear, ordered him to 


be andreſt and ſent to Bed ſupperleſs. 
I can bear your Raillery (cries Antipbo, 
forcing a Smile) without the leaſt Provo- 


cation; you Batchelors, all the World 


knows, are ever on the high Grin; ye all 
p—1s in a Quill. Marriage is one of the 


common Topicks of Ridicule, that every 
Scribbler finds his Account in. Whenever 


they are afraid of a Play being damned, 
or there is the leaſt Occaſion for a Clap on 
the Stage, cut but an impertinent Jeſt upon 
Matrimony, and it's raiſed in a trice. This 
tho', by the by, let me tell you, ſweet Sir, is 
attended with very pernicious Conſequences 
many an addled-headed Country *Squire, 
upon this, has thought fit to ſet up for a 
Man of Wit and Gallantry, and in the Gai- 
ety of his Temper, gone home domineer- 
ing, and beat his Wiſe. In ſhort, ſeparate 
Beds, fitent Tables, and ſolitary Homes 
have been introduced by your Men of Vi- 
vacity, as they term themſelves, Pliny was 
a Man of the greateſt Gentus, and of the 
firſt Quality of his Age, and yet did nor 
think it beneath him to behave as a kind 
Husband, and to treat his Wife as a Friend, 
Companion, and Counſellor, Cicero, a yer 
greater Man in all reſpects, who made ſuch 
a Figure in the Roman Senate, in his pri- 
vate Character was as amiable, as in publick 
he was awful and majeſtick. He eſteemed 


I * 


meer old Woman, for burying a Bit of Beef 
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it no way anintificnr with the Politeneſs of 
his Manners, or the Greatneſs of his Wiſ- 


dom, to ſtand upon Record, as an affect io- 


nate Husband, and a tender Parent. Ever 
one admires the Orator and Conſul ; and 
who eſteems not the Husband and Father? 
Auguſtus, the molt renowned Monarch that 
ever appeared in Pagan Hiſtory, who found 
Rome built with Clay, and left ic of Marble, 
a Prince memorable for his Penetration and 
Management, and, withal, his ſingular Ge- 
neroſity and Humanity, whoſe Character 
cannot be much eaſter drawn, than his Acti- 
ons repreſented in few Words, expiring in 
the Embraces of his dear Empreſs Livia 
could bid her remember their Marriage and 
Farewel : She too, after his Deceaſe, our of 
an high Eſteem ſhe bare him, gave a large 
Sum to a Senator, for having ſworn he ſaw_ 
him aſcend into Heaven. A thouſand 
other Inſtances, both among the Anti- 
ents and Moderns, might be quoted ; 
but one might as well pretend to cut 
down Falkland Wood with a Penknife, as 
undertake to convince you. There is no 
making a good Shaft of a Pig's Tail. For 
my Part, I am content with my Station, 
and can bill, and ſing in my Cage, (as you 
call it) both with more Pleaſure, and Secu- 
rity, than among the wild Beaſts of the 
Foreſt. 

I agree with you, Antipho, as to that 
Point entirely; a Rake is by no means an 
eligible Character : But you have quite out- 
ſhort your Bolt. A Man may love his Houle, 
and yet not ride on the Ridge, 3 

| en, 


Men, I allow, are all good Members of 2 
Republick 3 1 honour them, admire- the 
Happy, and pity, not deſpiſe, the Unhap- 
py. Tis my Maxim, As de Mortuis, fo de 
Maritis, nil niſi bonum. Wedlock is 2 
State founded on 'the Law of Nature, but 
the | beſt Inſtitutions may be perverted. 
However, if a Man muſt needs otherwiſe 
run catterwalling, (but that is a Doctrine I 
don't well underſtand, and think it has been 
already ſufficiently confuted) he's doubtleſs 
to be commended for running any Riſque, 
rather than offend againſt the Laws of Mo- 
rality. Virtue and Happineſs are Mother 
and Daughter, two Names for the ſame 
Thing; and Cent. per Cent. do we pay for 
every vitious Repaſt : But let me obſerve to 
you, Antipho, that he acts very inconſiſt- 
ently, who 1s induced to alter his Condition 
merely for the Sake of ſatisfying his Appe- 
Lites 3 it's the meaneſt, moſt brutal Paſſion 
a reaſonable Creature can be capable of; 
it ranks him with the loweſt Species of irra- 
tional Animals; and if it wears not off 
without Marriage, it ſeldom does with it; 
and yet, I fear, this is too commonly the 
View, elſe how comes it, that we ſo fre- 
quently obſerve the Fondneſs of married 
People dwindle by Degrees into Neglect, 
and oftentimes deſcending lower ? The na- 
tural Aﬀections of Mankind were deſigned 
for valuable Ends in Life, and prove of the 
greateſt Benefit, when brought under a pro- 
per Regulation ; *tis very obſervable, our 
Deſires cut various Channels, and determine 
our Purſuits accordingly, as the Mind is 

| 12 more 
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more or leſs informed. Pity more Regard 
is not therefore had to the Education of my 
fair Country-women, and our Youth in ge. 
neral ; we ſhould not then find the former 
paſſing the better Part of their Lives at the 
Toilet, or diſpoſed to be ſtruck with every 
Thing that makes a Show, however trifling 
and ſuperficial ; or the latter, with all- the 
antick Poſtures of a Merry-andrew, whiſt- 
ling an 7talian Sonata. It's for want of be- 
ing better inſtructed, that our ' Paſſions are 
ſo apt to blind us, and Temptations fo oft 
lead us aſtray ; and we are ſeduced into a 
Behaviour, which, in our more ſerious Hours 
we muſt condemn. But don't pretend to 
palliate or excuſe our Deviations from tl 
Rules of Uprightneſs, by perſuading us, 
that we have not Strength enough to maſter 
any ſinful Sollicitation ; there are no Tryals 
ſo ſharp, or difficult to grapple with, but, 
would we conſider a little beforehand, we. 
might eaſily get the better of. I know not any 
one Inſtance, wherein you can ſhew we act 
neceſſarily or mechanically ; the very Word 
Temptation ſuppoſes it to be in our Power 
to act, or forbear, The Frame of our 
Mind within is not (according to the Li- 
bertine's Scheme) ſo adapted to the Im- 
preſſion of Objects from without, that it's 
utterly impoſſible to reſiſt the Force of them. 
Let the odious Reproach, I beſeech you, 
lie, where it ought to lie; and rather plead 

| for the Rights and Liberties of human Na- 
| | ture, than talk of our being bound to the 
4 üimperious Sway of our Appetites. 

Is there, I ask you, Aniipho, a more - 
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ject Slavery poſſible, than to admire what 
we ought to condemn? And, if a Man 
would calmly debate the Matter with himſelf, 
would he not look on that celebrated Toaſt, 
Lady Muſhroom, with the utmoſt Indifference 
and Contempt? Is it poſſible in the Nature 
of Things, that that pretty, blithe, ſilken 
Syren, by Beauty, Wit, and Heedleſſneſs, 
can reaſonably expect to bear away as much 
of our good Opinion, as the diſcreet Me- 
linda ? How happy was your Neighbour Li- 
cinius, when News was brought him, that 
Emilia was juſt then upon the Point of expir- 
ing, with Diſguſt, for being obliged, in a 
narrow Street, to turn her Coach to make 
Way for that of a Dutcheſs ? *Tis granted 
you, Antipho, that a Man can't poſleſs any 
Thing better than a good Wife : The Well- 
bred and Intelligent ought to be looked on 
with an Obſervation ſuitable to their Ta- 
lents and Accompliſhments ;3 but, alas! a 
graceful Demeanour, the wonted awful Mien, 
and winning Simplicity, I once could ob- 
ſerve in the fair Sex, are now-a-days no- 
where to be met with ; a moſt unaccount- 
able Rompiſhneſs has ſucceeded in their 
Room; and would you have us ſqueeze 
Juice out of a Cork? Ir's their idle Starts 
and Incoherencies that underyalue them. 
Coquetry ſeems to be the Standard of good 
Breeding. —*Tis true, they ſimper much, 
and call me the muſty, preciſe, old Shrop- 
faire Exciſe- man; the Compliment, I aſſure 
you, does not in the leaſt put me out of 
Humour; I freely own, I can't at all reliſh 
your preſent Set of young Ladies, — Egad, 

they 
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they will make you akip like Hail on a Pack. 
faddle, and he had need of a very long 
Spoon, that fups with the P-, I'm certain. 

In this preſent Poſture of Affairs, then, 
when Cockle grows in lieu of Barley, I can't 
ſee how Celibacy can juſtly be reproached. 
Who, do you think, will permit a Woman 
to fire an Houle to roaſt her Eggs? And he 
that would weigh the Wind, Pm ſure, muſt 
have a ſteady Hand. A fair Lady indeed 
is a pretty Bawble for a Stranger to look at, 
but then, we ſay, 'tis a Commodity very 
detrimental to the Owner; for either you 
mult ſend her into Staffordſhire, or ſhe will 
drive you into Cumberland; and who, but 
an Iriſhman, would go a Coney-catching 


with a dead Ferret, or thatch his Barn with 
Pancakes? However, the pretty Inſenſibles 
may think theſe Irregularities ſo many Em- 


belliſhments, (becoming Heedleſſneſſes, as 
they call them) yer the Way to Babylon will 
never bring one to Feruſalem; and tho' a 
Man may divert himſelf ſome heavy Hour, 
or ſo, in their Company, yet I infiſt on it 
with both Hands, and all my Teeth, (as 
Nan ſaid to Nicholas) that a Man of com- 
mon Senſe will never eat Cherries with thoſe 


who will ſquirt his Eyes out with the Stones. 


Methinks I hear it objected againſt me, 
This Fellow is a ſecond Clodius, intruding 
on the Myſteries of the BON A DEA; e'en 
let's demoliſh him. He's an Arch- ick, 
cries another, and ſince the Law de eren 
comnburendo 1s repealed, (the more is the Pi- 
ty) we'll in ſhort roſs him in a Blanket. 


But, with Submiſſion, Ley. Truce a while, 
Jam 
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I am ready to undergo any Puniſhment, if 
legally convicted, the Moment the Comba- 
rants have determined what Herely i is. Well, 
but at this Rate the World, cries another, 
will be ſoon unpeopled ; whar, would you 
rally Legitimacy out of the Kingdom? J 
anſwer by denying the Charge, and that we 
need never fear a State of univerſal Celibacy z 
and no-body, that I know of, has any Rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect I approve, or would favour 
ſuch a Scheme. I declare l would be as ready 
as any body to oppoſe it. My Deſign is not to 
countenance any Thing, that ſavours of Im- 
rality and Profaneneſs; on the contrary, I 
would repreſent. Vice and Folly in as ridicu- 
lous and odious a Dreſs, as Virtue and Dil- 
cretion are truly amiable. Nothing, I hope, 
has dropt from my Pen, that can deſerve the 
Cenſure of my Readers and if any Thing 
occur ſeemingly looſe, I defire it may be re- 
membered, that if it be diſagreeable in the 
Copy, it can never be right in the Original. 
Ridiculum acri fortius, ſays the Poet; they 
are the refined Tenets of the greatly Little, 
the common Topicks of the modern Conver- 
ſation, and ought to be rectified ; its high 
Time they were : For what do we ſee, tor 
the molt part, if we turn our Eyes to the 
gay World, but a Ser of querulous, ema- 
ciated, fluttering, phantaltical Beings, worn 
out in the keen Purſuit of Pleaſure ; Crea- 
| tures that know, own, condemn, Geplore, 
yet ſtill purſue their own Infelicity ? The de- 
cayed Monuments of Error ! The thin Re- 
mains of what is called Delight ! 

To make the World better, we muſt un- 
make it what it is; and can he be aid to be 
a Friend 
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2 Friend to Poſterity, who would propagate 


it from ſuch a Collection of Beaux and Belles, 
the Levity of whoſe Minds is viſible in every 
Word and Geſture? How pretty is it to 


' obſerve the Merchant's Wife, or Daughter, 


ſend for the Apprentice out of the Compt- 


ing-houſe for her own Uſe every Viſiting. 
day, to ſet down in a great Leidger all the 


Viſits, that are paid her, and ſhe owes, me- 


Mrs. Gad-abroad Dr. for the 1735, 
= To 1950 Viſits. received, 
Per contra, Cr. To 1465 pad. 


Due to ballance, 485. 

T cannot, for my Part, conceive almoſt 
any one Thing, that contributes ſo much 
to the leſſening the Eſteem Men of Senſe 
have to the fair Sex, as this ſingle Ar- 
ticle of Viſits; and yet all their nonſenſical] 
Congratulations and Condoleances are Words 
of courſe. The Moment a young Lady is 


married, all the Impertinents, from one 


End of the Town to the other, are beating 
the Rattattattoo, ready to break the Door 
down. Poor Lucius ſwears they ſpoil him 
three Braſs Knockers in one Week. Thus 
a young Girl, bred up under a viſiting Mo- 
ther, when ſhe has ſeen the Virtuous and Vi- 
tious uſed ſo indifferently, the Fears, ſhe is 
born with, being by this Means abated, and 
her Deſires indulged, in Proportion to her 
Love of that light and trifling Converſation, 
muſt needs make a Man of Buſineſs a moſt 
excellent Help: mate. From the general Re- 
ception of mixed Company, and the Admiſ- 
ſion of your pretty Fellows at theſe _— 

les, 
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blies, the poor, unthinking Creature gains 


ſo falſe an Idea of Life, that ſhe ſcorns that 
Sort of Merit in a Man, which only can 
make her happy in Marriage. 
be a Jack- pudding every Moment, why, he 
is an ill-natured Wretch, not fit to live. 
None but a mettled Fellow can ſtand for a 


Candidate in her Aﬀections; there muſt be 


a peculiar Negligence appear in all your Ac- 
tions; the Head of your Cane (which you 
muſt not fail to brandiſh with ſuch Variety 
of irregular Motions, that it will be dange- 
rous to come within ten Yards of you) in 
the firſt Place, muſt be more conſiderable 
than your own; your Hat muſt hang on one 
Side of your Head, with a brisk Cock, and 
your upper Lip be covered all over with 
Snuff ; your Dreſs muſt be equally ridicu- 
lous, ſcarce diſtinguiſnable from your Ser- 
vants Livery, and, in ſeveral Motions and 
Geſtures, you muſt affect the Behaviour of 
her little Dog, and when that and the Cat 
are at Play together, you mult always make 
a third, Theſe are ſome few of the Types 
of a modern fine Gentleman and Lady ; but 
what amazes me moſt is, to ſee the ſame 
Foibles equally influencing both Old and 
Young. There's Mrs. M. of 44, Mrs. J. of 39, 
Mrs. L. of 35, and Lady Love-yuppy of 72, 
give themſelves the very ridiculous Airs of 


Miſs 7% of 17; and I, at this very Inftanr, 


know a Gentleman, who has a Son, a good 


agreeable, pretty Fellow, who himi. lt is 
a very pretty Fellow. Now this ſeems to 
be acting contrary to Nature, as well as all 
Order and Decency, and would, no Queſti- 
| = 
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on, be condemned by the Verdict of a Jury 

of old Cats, of whom we may pertinently 

enough obſerve, that tho* nothing is more 

playful than a young one, yet nothing is 
> more grave than an old one. 

In a Word, the Shoe-maker ſhould not 
pretend to any Thing beyond his Laſt: 
How ridiculous would it be to ſee him turn 
Conveyancer, or a Penny-poſt Man affect 
to practiſe Phyſic? Is then Minucio very ex- 
act in his Dreſs, a fine Tinſel Youth, and 
.cuts a good Caper? Prithee give his Eſtate 

to his younger Brethren, and breed him a 
Dancing-maſter. Another values himſelf 
much upon his being, a good Jockey; why 
is he not then ſent away to Newmarket as 
ſuch ? Or hoops well to a Pack of Beagles ; 
prithee make him a Huntſman, but not a 
Gentleman. Sqguib ſets a Coach- box well, 
and whiſtles the diuretick Strains to Perfec- 
tion; make him (and welcome) the H 
Coach-man; but, for my Life, I can't con- 

ceive how he becomes a Seat in P———. 
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4 | I'm for having each Individual move in his 
"nt own proper Sphere, and only bim thar can 
| | play, to take the Lure. Le Sac, the famous 
8 | French Dancing-maſter, would have made a 
bl woful prime Miniſter; and who would not 
bl | be ſurpriſed to be told, that Cardinal Fleur: 
bl. i was catched playing at Puſhpin? Let every 
ul it Pedlar be obliged, nolens volens, to carry his 
1 own Pack, and you'd ſoon find a ſtrange 
1 Turn of Affairs. This would be the greateſt 
1 Diſcouragement to Vice and Folly, and 


would make Matrimony a moſt happy 
State; Men of Merit would not then live 
ſingle, 


Perrin i... POE 
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ſingle, becauſe the Goodneſs of the Parties 


might, upon this Suppoſition, be enſured 


to each other; whereas at preſent 'tis all a 


Lottery, and next kin to driving black Hogs 
in the Dark. 

I imagine I have now obviated all Objec- 
tions ; I don't wonder, I own, that our pre- 
ſent State of Celibacy meets with Oppoſi- 
tion, The Story of the Fox, in the Fable, 
is well known, and very appoſite to my pre- 
| ſent Purpoſe: When his Tail was gone, he 
could then propoſe it as a Faſhion very a- 
greeable and becoming to go without Tails, 
and harangued very copiouſly upon their 
Aukwardneſs, urging how much more he 


enjoyed himſelf, and how eaſy he was, ſince 
he was bereft of that ſuperfluous Member. 


The Application 1s eaſy, If a Perſon ſmart 
for having brought himſelf into a Premunire 


at any Time, he is willing to draw others 


into the ſame Scheme, to keep him in Coun- 
tenance; but this Project will never go 
down Anglicos intra Muros, 

How oddly, and how much to their Diſ- 
credit, if conſidered, do the following Words 
ſound ? A moſt mighty, and by his Em- 
preſs governed, Emperor ; My Lord the 
B.— p of ſuch a See, and his ſcolding 
Wife z— 
Judge or Serjeant ;——A very valiant, and 
by his Wife beaten, Commander. Now, 
if this, in the Opinion of the World, ap- 
pears very ridiculous, and the poor, hen- 
pecked Creatures are every where pointed, 
at, I can't conceive, for what Reaſon Celi- 


bacy ſhould be thus inveighed againſt, or 
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A wiſe, and by his Wife ridden, 
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the Profeſſors of it expoſed to Ridicule; 'tis 
in Effect calumniating a Man for endeavour- 
Ing toavoid making himſelf a Coffee-houſe 
Topick, and a Laughing-ſtock to every 
Jack-aſs. e 
If a Man muſt needs run the Gauntlet, 
at leaſt there ſhould be an Act of Pf, 
methinks, to eſtabliſh a Wife's Authority, 
and which ſhould take off all Reproach 
whatſoever from the Husband : And becauſe 
no poſſible Injury could accrue to either 
Party by having the thraſhing Bout in pub- 
lick, what if we conceive the Act worded 
thus? (I would advife ſome married Man 
or other to preſent the Bill.) 


[7 HEREAS, in Conſideration of 

; the continual Attempts made a- 
gainſt it, and of the many unhappy, Con- 
fuſions, that have attended the antſent Ce- 
remony of keeping up a due Mean between 
the Extreams of too much Stiffneſs in con- 
deſcending to Petticoat Caprice on the one 
Hand, and too much Eaſineſs in admitting 
our Wives Pretenſions to Adminiſtration 
and Management on the other, once ad— 
viſedly eſtabliſhed, the ſame is now found 
inconvenient, and of dangerous Conſe- 
quence, and therefore thought proper to be 
entirely laid aſide, and their Claim to the 
Breeches allowed of as juſt and reaſona- 
ble; and whereas ſundry Inconveniencies 
have thereupon enſued, and many well- 
diſpoſed Perſons been diſcouraged from 
entering upon the conjugal State, by Rea- 
ion of numberleſs Cayils, and certain ri- 
—BWW bo ts 2422 1. 1 52 
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« diculous Inſinuations of evil-minded Men, 
Sons of Belial, who, diſcovering rather a 
« greater Regard to their own private Fan- 
© cies and Intereſts, than to the Duty they 
owe the Publick, pretend, that this our 
ſaid Submiſſion is actually repugnant to 
common Senſe, and introductive of Pope- 
ry, and that no true-born Engliſhman would, 
or ougat to ſuffer himſelf to be diſ-enfran- 
chiſed of his Charter, and be brought 
under Covert Baron by any proud, Virago- 
Mincks whatſoever, and that the ſame is 
ſcandalous, and diſagreeable to the Laws 
of good Policy, notwithſtanding that ' tis 
well known that the Mode is French, and 
conſequently very juſtifiable, 

To cut off therefore all Occaſion of Ri- 
dicule, and, as far as in us lies, to give Sa- 
« tisfaCtion to the tender Conſciences of all 
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the married Men in the Kingdom, and of 


« ſuch well-diſpoſed Perſons aforeſaid, who, 
for Fear of being laught at, have lived hi- 
* therto ſingle. 1 

© Beit enacted by the Authority of, &c. &c. 
© &c. in P——— aſſembled, That whatſo- 
ever Perſon or Perſons, under the Age of 
twenty and eight Years, after the Feaſt of 
the Nativity of St. Zobx Baptiſt next enſu- 
ing, ſhall be convicted according to the 
Laus of this Realm, by the Verdict of 
12 unexceptionable Men, or by his or their 
* own Confeſſion or Confeſſions, or by no- 
* torious Evidence, of having in any Inter- 
* Iude, Play, Song, Rhimes, or by open 
Words, in any wiſe ridiculed and declared 


* againſt, or done any Thing in Diſparage- 


ment 
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ment of our aforeſaid Vaſſa lage to our 
ſaid Wives regent, adjudged, upon di- 
vers weighty Conſiderations abovementi- 
oned, to be very requiſite and equitable; 
that then ſuch Perſon or Perſons, under 
the Age of twenty eight Years, lawfully 
convicted, ſhall for ſuch Offence be oblig- 
ed to appear with his or their Face or Faces 
half-ſhaved, and undergo the Diſcipline of 
the Blanket every Market Day, in the 
publick Market-plaee, for the Space of ſix 
Months; and if any ſuch Perſon or Per- 
ſons, after his or their firſt Conviction, 
dare to offend, and be- thereof in Form 
aforeſaid lawfully convict, that then ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons ſhall, for his or their 
2d, 3d, 4th, or 5th Offence, ſuffer Impri- 
1 ſonment, toties quoties, in a Garret up four 
Pair of Stairs, at E. C's, Biographer, and 
be obliged to ſcribble for the ſaid E. C. 
« gratis, for the Space of twelve Months, 
without Bail or Mainpriſe ; by which 
* Time, it is preſumed, he will be deſirous 
© of recanting this his wicked Error. 
And becauſe the moſt effectual Way to 
render this Obedience to the Good-will 
and Pleaſure of our aforeſaid Wives re- 
gent leſs liable to Exception, is to make 
the ſame univerſal ; Be it therefore enacted 
by the Authority aforeſaid, That whatſoever 
Perſon or Perſons, of the Age of twenty 
eight Years or upwards, fhall be found 
obſtinately and malicioufly to perſiſt in a 
« State of Celibacy, ſhall, from the Time 
he or they be lawfully convict, be deemed 
infamous, and accordingly, under wy 
©0 
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« of perpetually ſcribbling for the aforeſaid 
E. C. Biographer, go dreſſed in the pro- 
« per Habit of a Merry- andrew. | 
And it is further ordained, and ena&ed 
by the Authority aforeſaid, . That all .and 
every Juſtice of Oyer and Determiner, 
or Juſtice of Aſſize, ſhall have full Power 
and Authority, in every of their open and 
general Seſſions, to enquire, hear, and de- 
rermine all, and all Manner of Offences, 
that ſhall be committed by any Husband 
or Husbands againſt his or their reſpective 
Wife or Wives; and upon Conviction, ac- 
cording to the Laws of the Realm aforeſaid, 
ſuch Husband or Husbands ſhall be con- 
« demn*d to ſuffer the Penaltyof a Skimming- 
ton or Riding, in Order to his or their better 
Edification; and that all and every Juſtice 
« aforeſaid ſhall make Proceſs for the pub- 
lick Execution of the ſame, as they may 
* do againſt any Perſon indicted before 
them of any other Treſpaſs, and lawfully 
* convicted thereof. | 
And be it further enatled by the Aulbo- 
* rity aforeſaid, That all and every Abp. or 
Bp. may at all Times at his Liberty and 
«* Pleaſure, join and aſſociate himſelf, by 
Virtue of this Act, to the ſaid Juſtices of 
Oyer and Determiner, or to the ſaid Juſti- 
ces of Aſſize, at every of the ſaid open 
and general Seſſions, to be holden in any 
Place within his Dioceſe, for and to the 
Enquiry, Hearing and Determining the 
Offences aforeſaid, committed and done 
contrary to the true Meaning and Tenour 
of theſe Preſents. | 
Provided 
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Provided always nevertheleſs, and be it or- 
 dained and enafted by the Authority afore. 
c /aid, That all and ſingular the Peers of the 
Realm ſhall be tried by a Convention of 
© the Peereſſes. 
Provided alſo, and be it enafted by the 
* Authority aforeſaid, I hat the Mayor and 
© Aldermen of every Corporation in their 
| Robes, and that in all Villages a ſtrong De- 
tachment of Juſtices, Conſtables and Watch- 
men, do attend the aforeſaid publick Riding, 
to preſerve the Peace; and that not above 4. 
air of Horns, 3 Petticoats, and 2 Diſtaves 
be diſplayed by way of Banners. 
And it is likewiſe ordained, That the Rozi- 
nante uſed upon this Occaſion, and which 
ſhall be bought at the Expence of the Pa- 
riſh, and have the Liberty of feeding in 
the Church yard, ſhall be unable to go 
above a Dog-trot ; and that che reſpective 
Wife or Wives of the ſaid Husband or 
Husbands be decently habited in her or 
their proper Mantles de la Guerre, and 
bear a BulPs Pizzle in their Hands by way 
of Battoon. + 
Provided alſo, and be it enafted, That no 
| Perſon, that attends the Cavalcade, ſhall 
preſume to carry above four rotten Eggs, 
and a Pint of Grains and S—r—v—nce, 
upon Pain of the Forfeiture of ten Shil- 
lings to the Poor of the Pariſh. 
And it is hereby ordained and enafted by 
the Authority aforeſaid; That the Lord 
Mayor of 3 and all other Mayors, 
Bailiffs, and other Head Officers of all 
and ſingular Cities, Boroughs, and Towns 
« Corpo- 
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Corporate within this Realm, Wales, and | 11 
« the Marches of the ſame, (to which Juſti- | J 
ces of Aſſize do not commonly repair) a | [ | | 
« ſhall have full Power and Authority, by "M7 
« Vertue of theſe Preſents, to enquire, hear 
and determine the Offences aboveſaid, and 
« every of them, within twelve Days after j1 
the Feaſt of St. Michael the Archangel, in | 
like Manner and Form as Juſtices of Aſ- 
« ſize, and Oyer and Determiner may do.“ | 
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But as in all likelihood ſuch Act will ne- | 
ver paſs, therefore, Brethren Batchelors, if "2 
there ſhould be any Inamoretto among us, 1 | 
whoſe Conſtitution is ſo very effeminate and ! | 


perverſe, as ſtill, maugre all that has and 

can be ſaid, to outweigh the Scale of his 
Reaſon, only let him rake a Glaſs or two of 

Spa Water, and ride with the Wind and 
Rain full in his Face for two Hours together, 

and if it cure him not, 'm miſtaken ; ſhould 

it fail, let him e'en apply to Monſieur Ap 
thecaire for his Advice; ten to one but Phy- 
ſick, Phlebotomy and Water-gruel will af- 
ford Relief in any given Caſe; but if you 
ſhould till, contrary to Expectation, miſs 

of Succeſs, | 


oe ACNE 


Tye one End of a Rope faſt over a Beam, 
And make a ſlip Nooſe at the other Extream ; 
Then juſt underneath let a Cricket be ſet, 
On which let the Lover moſt manfully get : 
Then over his Head let the Snecket be got, 
And under the Ear be well ſettled the Knot 1 
L The 
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The Cricket kick*d down, let him take a fair 
Swing. „ | 

And leave all the reſt to the Work of the 

Ftriug. 4175 ; 

4 Magazine for June, . 


And if this be not Remedium efficax & uni. 
verſum, I'll be bound to ſuffer whatever your 
Worſhips ſhall think fit to impoſe upon me 
for a-Quack. _ 

Before I conclude, Gentlemen, I would 
crave Leave to recommend it, as a proper 


Penalty to be inflicted on the Virgins and 
unmarried Ladies abovementioned, with 


their Accomplices, (for they are to be e- 
ſteemed Principals alſo by the Law) who, 
not having the Fear of the Batchelors before 
their Eyes, nor reſpecting our Right Wor- 


ſhipful Order, but, moved and ſeduced by 


no body knows what ſtrange Inſtigation, 
ſave themſelves, have wickedly and malici- 
ouſly (I can't add indeed feloniouſly) offend. 
ed againſt the ſaid Order, by alledging 


certain Articles of Impeachment againſt the 


ſaid Batchelors (as will more fully appear 


from the Content of the ſaid Articles, Re- 


lation thereto being had) to the no ſmall 
Diſturbance of the Peace of, and to the 
great Injury of the Fraternity, that they the 
ſaid Ladies be confined to the hindmoſt Sears 
in Churches, Playhouſes, and all other 
Places of publick Reſort for the Space of 
ſeven Years next enſuing, and that the Sex- 


tons and Door-keepers of the ſaid Churches, 


Playhouſes, Ec. be bound to the punctual 
Execution of this their Commiſſion, on 
pain 
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pain of the Forfeiture of the Sum of ten 
f Shillings of good and fawful Money of 
; Great Britain for their firſt Offence, and 
proportionably for the ſecond, third, So. 
which ſaid Money ſhall be applied towards 
diſcharging the zational Debt. | 
And becauſe in all likelihood there will 
ſtill remain Part of the ſaid Debt unſatisfied, 
what if a further Collection was made by a ms 2 
Tax on divers effeminate Perſons, common- 110.91 
ly called Beaux, cloathed in laced Coats, or "is 
wearing Waſtecoats embroidered with Gold 4 
and Silver, as alſo Tiſſues, Silver or Gold ety 
Stuffs? who are daily ſeen paſſing and re- 4 
paſſing through ſundry the Streets of this 1 
City, and at every publick Place, and on 
Sundays at Churches more particularly, to 


the no ſmall Amazement and Diverſion of 11 
the Spectators, and oftentimes to the great 4 
| Interruption of the ſpiritual Guide. And iti 


the Officers, who ſhall be impowered to levy | 
the ſaid Tax (upon Refuſal of Payment, or is 
if the Petit Maitres ſhall be found without 11 
Money in their Pockets, as may oft - times 
be the Caſe) be authoriſed alſo to cut away 
the Lace tacked to ſuch Coat or Waſlecoar, 
Sc. Sc. and for the ſaid Purpoſe be com- 
miſſioned to wear a Pair of Seiſſars, with- 
out the leaſt Imputation of working at the 
Calling of a Taylor or Seamſtreſs. or being 1 
nick- named upon this Occaſion; and that if |: 
any Taylor, Milliner or Seamſtreſs preſume 
to interrupt them in the Execution of their M8 
ſaid Office, that then it ſhall and may be 401 
lawful for the ſaid Officer to indict the ſaid th 
4 


Taylor, Milliner or Seamſtreſs at the next 
| L 2 Seſſions 3 
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Seſſions; and a proper pecuniary © Mul& 
ſhould be conſidered of in the interim, to 


be inflicted on them for the Miſdemeanour, 


and proportionably for the ſecond, third, 
fourth, er fifth Offence, Sc. to be applied 

{I would likewiſe recommend it to the ſe- 
rious Conſideration of the Publick, whether 
a Tax might not be alſo laid on all Heads 
of Canes exceeding ſuch a reaſonable and 
determined ſize; and likewiſe on the Swords 


of the ſaid Petit Maitres, if they be found 


not glewed up in the Scabbards ; for what 


Uſe can there poſſibly be for them, except 


it be indeed to/ open Oyſters? which, in my 
humble Opinion, is of no great ſignifi- 


cation. 


It may poſſibly be enquired, Why I, an 
old, naſty, bandy-legg*d Exciſeman, a Crea- 
ture who looks like the D— in Day-light, 
as the Saying is, ſhould ſet up for a Cenſor 
Morum? What a wild, extravagant, pro- 
fane ſcheme is it for fuch an one to proſcribe 
Vice and Corruption! The common Frenzy 
of ſelf-conceit, the Expectation of raiſing 
his Credit by ſhewing his Talent at IIl- na- 
ture, Inſolence, Malice, Envy, . Calumny, 
Ribaldry, Banter, Pun, Ridicule, Sc. Sc. 
tempted him doubtleſs ro publiſh his auk- 
ward Compoſition 3 an idle Pretence indeed 
to talk of being ſtifled and oppreſſed with 
the Impieties of a debauched and profligate 
Age! ———His rotten and putrid Jeſts are 
a Proof of it. 3 

Ianſwer; Would we draw the D — 
as he ought to be, we muſt do it in black 
3 Colours, 


TY nw ER 
Colours, with ſfawcer Eyes, a long Tail 
and cloven Foot, Sc. Sc. There is no dits-. 
covering a pimple without pulling off the 
patch. If my Reader can ſpend an Hour Li 
not diſagreeably in peruſing. theſe ſheets, 1 
and I have but fo far burleſqued the modern | 
pretty Tenets, as in any meaſure to induce. 
an Imitation of primitive Virtue and pru- 
dence, and divert the Humour of ridiculing 
whatever has a Tendency to make Men re- 
ligious, I ſhall think my pains well beſtow- 
ed; if nor, I am not the firſt, and in all 
likelihood, ſhall not be the laft perſon in 
the World, that has writ a pamphlet to no | 
purpoſe ; and my Readers are at full Liber- 
ty to commit it to the Flames. ah 
And now, wiſhing you all Health, brisk 
ſpirits, flowing Humour, and the genial | 
Influence of your propitious ſtars, F ſhall 
veg Leave to conclude myſelf, /ans Forma. 
te, | | e 


A 


Your Worſhips ſincere Well-wifher, 
and moſs Devoted, Humble Servant, 


RALPH Nas, Superviſor of his Ma- 14 
jeſty's Office of Exciſe in $—b—y, ' 1:81 
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The. Pleaſures of a Sas Lies, or 
The Miſeries of MaTRIMOny: 


Occaſionally writ upon the. many Divorces 
e by the Parliament, Anno 1705. 


E D 55 O c k. Thou moſt uncomfortable 
tate, 

Cauſe of my Woes, and Object * my Hate, 

How bleſt was I ! Ah, once how happy me, 

When I from thy uneaſy Bonds was free ! 

How calm my Joys! How peaceful was my Breaſt, 

Till with thy clogging, fatal Cares oppreſt ! 

The World ſeem'd Paradiſe ; ſo bleſt the Soil 

Wherein I liv'd, that Bus' neſs was no Toil. 

Thus Heav'n Grſt launch'd me into pacifick Seas, 

Where, free from Storms, I mov'd with gentk 
Breeze 

My Sails proportion'd, and my Veſſel tight, 

Coaſting in Pleaſure's Bay, I ſteer'd aright, 

Ballaſt'd with true Content, 0 freighted with 

Delight. 
Books my Companions were, wherein I found 
Needful Advice, without a noiſy Sound; 
And was, with friendly, pleaſing Silence, taught 


Wiſdom's beſt Rules, to fructify wy Thought: 
Rais'd up our ſage Forefathers from the Dead, 


And, when J pleas'd, invok'd them to my Aid, 
Who at my Study Bar without a Fee would plead ; 
Whilſt I Chief Juſtice ſar, heard all their Suits, 
And gave my Judgment on their learn*d Diſputes; 
Strove to determine ev'ry Cauſe aright, 


And, for my Pains, found Profit and —— 
: | or 
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For Partiality 7 bear no Lin 1 85 | 
Deſir'd no Brib'ry, and deſerv'd.no- Shame: 
But, like an upright Judge, grudg'd no Expence 
Of Time, to farhom Truth and Eloquence ; 
Reading by Day, contemplating by Night, 
Till Conſcience told me, that I judg'd aright. 
Then to my Paper-world I'd have recourſe, 
And, by my Maps, run o'er the Univerſe ; 
Sail round the Globe, and touch at ev'ry Fort, 
Survey thoſe Shores, where Men untam'd reſort; 
View the old Regions, where the Peefian Lord 
Taught wooden Deities to be ador'd, 
Enſnar'd at laſt to ſacrifice his Life 
To the baſe Pride of an adult'rous Wife; 
And where the Grecian Youth, to Arms inur*d, 
The hungry Soil with Perſian Blood manur'd ; 
Where bold Bucephalus brutal Conduct ſhew'd, 
The Force of monſtrous Elephants withſtood, 
And, with his Rider, waded thro? a purple Flood. 
Then would I next the Roman Field ſurvey, 
Where brave Fabricius with his Army lay ; 
Fam'd for his Valour, from Corruption free, 
Made up of Courage, and Humility 3 _ 
That, when encamp'd, the good Man, lowly bent, 
Cook'd his own Cabbage in his homely Tent : | 
And, when the Samnites ſent a Golden Sum, 
To tempt and to betray his Country, Rome, 
The Droſs he ſcoffingly return'd, untold, 
And anſwer'd, with a Look ſerenely bold, 
That Roman Sprouts would boil without their 
- Grecian Gold. 
Then eat his Coleworts, for his Meal deſign'd, 
And beat the Grecian Army, when he had din'd. 
| Thus wouldI range the World from Pole to Pole, 


1 encreaſe my Knowledge, and delight my Soul; 


Travel all Nations, and inform my Senſe, 


3 Eaſe and Safety, at a ſmall Expence. a 
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No Storms to FOR, no Paſſage-ſums to Pay, 
No Guide I needed to direct the Way; 
No Alps to climb, no Deſarts here to paſs, 
No Ambuſcades, no Thieves to give the chaſe ; 
No Bear to dread, or rav'nous Wolf to fight, 
No Flies to ſting, no Rattle- ſnakes to bite; 

No Floods to ford, no Hurricanes to fear, 
No dreadful Thunder to ſurpriſe the Ear ; 


No Winds to freeze, no Sun to ſcorch, or fry, 
No Thirſt or Hunger, and Relief not nigh ; 


All theſe Fatigues and Miſchiefs could ] ſhun, 
Reſt, when I pleas'd, and, when I pleasd, jog on, 


And travel thro* both N in an Afternoon. 


When the Day thus far pleaſantly was ſpent, 
And ev'ry Hour adminiſter'd Content; 
Then would I range the Fields, and flow'ry Meads, 
Where Nature her exub'rant Bounty ſpreads; 
In whoſe delightful Products does appear 


Inimitable Beauty ev*ry where; 


Contemplate on each Plant, or uſeful Weed, 


And how at firſt it lay involv'd in Seed; 


How *cwas preſerv'd by Providential Care, 
For what delign'd, and what its Virtues are; 


Thus to my Mind by Dint of Reaſon prove, 


That all below is ow'd to Heav'n above; 

And that no earthly 5 can be, 

But what muſt center in Eternity: 

Then gaze aloft, whence all Things had their Birth, 


And play by praying Soul *twixt Heav'n and Earth; 
Thus the ſweet Harmony o th* Whole admire, 


And, by due Search, new Learning till acquire; 
So nearer ev'ry Day to Truths divine aſpire. 

When tir'd with Thought, then from my Pocket 
Some friendly, dear Companion of a Book ; [pluck 
Whoſe homely, Calves skin Fences ſhall contain 
The verbal Treaſure of ſome good old Man, 
Made by long Study and Experience wife, [riſe : 
Whoſe piercing Thoughts to heav'nly Knowledge 

Amongſt 


8 


Amongſt whoſe pious Relicts I could find 

Rules for my Life, rich Banquets for my Mind; 
Such pleaſing Nectar, ſuch eternal Food, 

That, well digeſted, maxesa Man a Cod; 

And for his Uſe, at the ſame Time, prepares 


An Heav'n on Earth, in ſpight of worldly Cares. 


The Day in theſe Enjoyments would J ſpend, 
But chuſe at Night my Bottle and my Friend; 
Took prudent Care, that neicher were abus'd, 
But with due Moderation both I us'd ; 
And in one ſober Pint found more Delight; 
Than the infatiate Sot, that ſwills all Night; 
Ne'er drown'd my Senſes to my Soul debaſe; 
Ne'er drank beyond the Reliſh of my Glaſs : 
For in Exceſs good Heav'n's Deſign is croſs'd, 
In all Extremes the true. Enjoyment's lot. 
Wine chears the Heart, and elevates the Soul 
But if we ſurfeit with too large a Bowl, 

Wanting true Aim, we th* happy Mark o 'erſhoot, 
And change the heav- nly Image to a Brute. 

So the great Grecian, who the World ſubdu'd, 
And drown*d whole Nations in a Sea of Blood, 
Ar laſt was conquer'd by the Pow'r of Wine. 

And dy'd a drunken Victim to the Vine. 
My Friend and I, when o'er our Bottle fat, 
Mix'd with each Glaſs ſome inoffenſive Chat; ; 
Talk'd of the World's Affairs, but ſtill kept free 
From Paſſion, Zeal, or Partiality; 


With honeſt Freedom did our Thoughts diſpenſe, 


And judg'd of all Things with Indifference: 

Till Time at Jaſt did our Delights invade, 
And in due Seaſon Separation made; 

Then without Envy, Diſcord, or Deceit, 

Parted like Friends, as loving as we met: 

The Tavern chang'd to a domeſtick Scene, 
(That ſweet Retirement, tho* ne'er ſo mean 
Thus leave each other in a chearful Plight, 

T' enjoy the ow Pleaſures of the Night. 
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With Judas Kiſſes to betray my Heart; 


(6989 
When home returtd, my Thanks to Heaven pay 
For all the paſt, kind Bleſſings of the Day; 
No haughty Help-mate to my Peace moleſt; 
No treach'rous Snake to harbour in my Breaſt; 
No fawning Miſtreſs of the female Art, 


No ligbt- -tall'd Hypocrite to raiſe my Fears 
No vile. Impert'nence to torment' my Ears ; 
No molted Off-ſpring: to diſturb my Thought, 
In Wedlock — but G—d knows where begor ; 
No ſuſtful Mz/2/ina to require 
Whole Troops of Men to quench her brutal Fire; 
No Family Cares my Quiet to diſturb ; 
No head-ftrong Paſſions to aſſwage, or curb; 
No jarring Servants, no domeſtick Strife; 
No Jilt, or Term'gant to imbitter Life. 

Thus, free from all, that could my Mind annoy, 


Alone myſelf, I did myſelf enjoy: 


When Nature call'd, I laid me down to Reſt, 
With a ſound Body, and a peaceful Breaſt ; 
Hours of Repoſe with Conftancy I kept, | 
And Guardian Angels watch'd me as I flept ; 
In lively Dreams repeating, as I lay, 
The Pleaſures of the laſt preceding Day 3 
Thus, whilſt I ſingle liv'd, did I poſſeſs, 73 
By. Day and Night, inceſſant Happineſs, 5 
Content injoy'd awake, and ſleeping found no leſs, 
But the curit Fiend, from Hell's dire Regions ſent, 
Ranging the World, to Man's Deſtruction bent, 
Who, with an envious Pride, beholding me 
Advanc'd by Virtue to Felicity; 
Reſolv'd his own eternal wretched State. 
Should be, in part, reveng'd by my ſad Fate; 
And, to at once my happy Life betray, 
Plac'd Woman, faithleſs Woman ! in my Way. 
Beauty ſhe had, a ſeeming modeſt Mien, 
All Charms without, but D—1 all within, 8 
Which did not yet appear, but lurk'd,alas! 1 
air 


A fair Complexion, far en Paint, * 
Eyes eloquent enough to charm a Saint; 
Her Lips ſo ſoft and ſweet, that ev'ry Eis 
Seem'd a ſhort Taſte of the eternal Bliſs; 
Her Teeth were all fo regular and white. 
They'd ſhew their Luſtre in the darkeſt Night; 
Round her ſeraphick Face, fo fair and young, 
Her ſable Hair in careleſs Treſſes hung. 
Which, added to her beauteous Features, ſhew'd 
Like ſome fair Angel peeping/ thro? a Cloud; 
Her Breaſts, her Hands, and ev*ry Charm fobitghe] 
She ſeem'd a Sun by Day, a Moon by end * 
Her Sha pe ſo raviſhing, that ev'ry Part 
Proportion'd was to th* niceſt Rules of Art; 
So awful was her Carriage, when ſhe mov'd, 
None could behold her, but he fear'd and loved; 
She danc'd, ſung well, and finely touch'd the Lute, 
Was always witty in her Words, or mute; | 
Obliging, not reſerv'd, nor yet too free, 
But as a Maid divinely bleſs'd ſhould be; | 
Not vainly gay, but decent in Attire, e 


She ſeem'd ſo good, ſne could no more require 
Of Heav'n itſelf, nor could Man more deſire. 
Fortune, like her Good: nature, too, was kind, 
And to theſe Gifts a copious ſum had join'd. 
Who could the Pow'r of ſuch Temptations ſhun ? 
What frozen Cynick from her Arms could run? 
Wi hat cloyſter'd Monk cou'd ſee a Face ſo bright, 
But quit his Beads, and follow Beauty's Light, 
And, by its Luſtre, hope to ſhun eternal Night? 
I, fo bewitch'd and poyſon'd by her Charms, 
Believ'd the utmoſt Heaven in her Arms; ' 
— Methought, the Goodneſs in her Eyes! ſee, ö 
| Beſpoke her th' Off- ſpring of ſome Deity ; | 
No book, or Walk — then Content afford, | 
She was the only Good to be ador'd ; | 
In her fair Looks alone Delight I found, | j 
Love's raging ſtorms all other Joys had drown'd. | 
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By beauty's Ignis Fatuus led aſtray, 
Bound for Content, TI loſt the happy Way. 
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Of Reaſon's faithful Pilot now bereft, + 


I was *mongſt Rocks and ſholes in Danger left; 
There to have periſh'd, (as I fondly thought) 


Had not her Kindnefs my ſalvation wrought. 
Her happy Aid I labour'd to obtain, 
Hop'd for ſucceſs, yet fear'd her ſad: Diſdain; 
Tortur'd like dying Convicts, whilſt they live 
Twixt Fear of Death, and Hopes of a Reprieve. 
Firſt for her ſmalleſt Favours did I ſue, = 
Crept, fawn'd, and cring'd, as Lovers uſe to do; 


_ Sigh'd e'er I ſpoke, and when I ſpoke, look'd pale 


In Words confus'd diſclos'd my mournful Tale; 
Unpractis'd in Amours, fine ſpeeches coin'd, 
But could not utter what I had deſign'd; 
Till by her Charms *gainſt baſhfulneſs 1 ſtrove, 


Squeez'd her ſoft Hand, and ſtammer'd out my 


Told her, how greatly I admir*d and fear'd, Love, 
Which ſhe *rwixt Coyneſs and Compaſſion heard; 
Grudg*d no Expence of Money, or of Time, 
And thought, that not t' adore her was a Crime: 


The more each Viſit F acquainted grew, 


Vet ev'ry Time found ſomething in her new; 
Who was above her ſex ſo fortunate, © 
She had a Charm for Man in ev*ry ſtate ; 


Beauty for th* Youthful ; Prudence for the Old; 


Scripture for th* Godly ; for the Miſer Gold; 
Wir for th* Ingenious; ſilence for the Grave; 


Flatt'ry for Fools, and Cunning for the Knave : 


Compounded thus of ſuch Varieties, * 

She had a Knack to ev'ry Temper pleaſe. 

I lov'd, I ſigh'd, I vow'd, talk'd, whin'd, and pray'd; 

She imild, then frown'd; was now reſerv'd, 
then free; 9 

And as ſhe play*'d her Part, oft chang'd her ey 
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Not thro? fantaſtick Humour, but Defign - 
To try me throughly, e' er ſhe would be mine; 
Becauſe ſhe wanted in one Man to have 
An Husband, Lover, Cuckold, and a ſlave. 
So Travellers, before an Horſe they buy, 
His ſpeed, his Paces, and his Temper try, [judge 
Whether he*l] anſwer Whip and ſpur ; thence © 
If che poor Beaſt will prove a patient Drudge. 
When ſhe by Wiles had heighten'd my Deſire, 
And fann'd Love's ſparkles to a raging Fire; 
Made now for Wedlock, or for Bedlam fit, 
Paſſion having got the upper-hand of Wit; 
The Dame, by Pity, or by Int'reſt mov'd, 
Or elſe by Luſt, pretended how ſhe lov'd ; 
After long ſuff*rings her Conſent I got 14h 
To make me happy, as I hop'd and thought; ( 
But Oh! th' accurſed Hour I ty'd the Gordian 
not? dl. ROT ll 
Thus, thro? Miſtake, I raſhly plung*d my Life 
Into that Bag of Miſeries, —a Wife FE] 
With joyful Arms I thus embrac'd my Fate, 
Believ'd too ſoon, was undeceiv'd too late. 
So hair-brain'd Fools to Indian Climates rove, 
With a vain Hope their Fortunes to improve; 
There ſpend their ſlender Cargoes, then become 
Worſe Slaves abroad, than e'er they were at home. 
When a few Weeks were waſted, I compar'd 
(With all due Moderation and Regard) 
My former Freedom with my new Reſtraint, 
Judging which State afforded moſt Content; 
And found a ſingle Life quite calm and gay, 
As the delightful Month of teeming May, 
Nor chill'd with Cold, nor ſcorch'd with too much 
F 
All- pleaſing to the Eyes, and to the Noſtrils ſweet. 
But Wellocł's like the bluſt'ring Month of March, 
That does the body's Maims and bruiſes ſearch; 
5 Renews 
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And ſeldom does afford one 


ON kite Ills by others full as _ 
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Renews old FOR and haſtens on 3 
pleaſant Day. 
Thus March and Marriage Gattly may be faid 
To be alike ; then ſure the Man is mad, a”, of. 
Thes: loves ſuch changling Wowher,: here thee 
Aoſtinbad;” e poet od hoe? ell 
T ho! 1 once happy in a ſingle - pp 1 4 7 
Yet ſhipwreek'd-all upon that Ro 8 Witt 


By Gold, and — powerful Charms betray'd 


To the dull Prudgry af che Marriage bed. 
That Paradiſe for Fools, and Sport for boys; 


hy Tireſome its Chains, and brutal are its Joys. 


Then nauſeous Prieſteraft, that too ſoon appear 4 

Not as I hop'd, but worſe than what I fear'd; =. 
II her ſoft Charniz;owhich 1 believ?d divine, MH 

arriage, I thought, bad made them only mine 

va Hope, alas for I too early found, { 

My brows were with the Thorns of wr 

erown'd. ITL RN 
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Jealouſies firſt — Reaſon mis da Doubt, ont 
And fatal Chance th* unbappy Truth — oy out; | 
Made it ſo plain, from all Pretences freed, if | 


That wicked Women no Excuſe can plead : 5 | 


And if they want Device to hide the ſhame, 
Hell can no Umbrage for Adult'ry frame. 
I thought it. Prudence the Diſgrace to hide, | 


| T ho rav'd and orm d ;—ſhe Pardon begg'a, 


and cry*d:; 
Vet wich falſe ee Grove to charm 
The Cuckold to believe, ſne had done no Harm. 
Tho? taken by ſurprize, (Oh! curſe the Day) . 
Where all the Marks of paſt Enjoyment lays :-/ Ip 
And ſhe, diſorder'd by her luſttul Freaks, - | 
Had ſhame and Horror ſtruggling in her Checks; ö 
Vet made Eſſays to clear her Innocence: 
For luſtful Women, like a vicious ſtate, 


But 
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dee convinc!d too plainly-of ber Suilt s- 
A her falſe Oaths and quiek Inventions ſpoilt. 14 

4 

} 


 _ZFhis I forgave ; ſne protniſed to reclaim, A 
*  Vow'd future Truth, if I'd conctal-the Shame, = 
But what ſtrange; -adamantine Chain can bind 4.4 
' Woman corrupted to be juſt, or kind? | 17. — 

Or how can Man ro an Adultreſs ſnew 4844 EN 4 
That Love, which to a faithfub Wife is due? 
I ſtruggl'd hard, and all my Paſſions checkt;! = | 
And chang*d Revenge into a mild Reſpect; - "ol 


My former Love-l ev'ry Day renew'd,. |! 3» 
And all the Signals of Qblivion\ſhew'd 3; ; 7 2 
Wink'd at ſmall Faults, would no ſuch Trifles 
As accidental Failings not deſign d. [mind, 
all Things to her Temper eaſy made, 
Scorn'd to reflect, and hated to upbraiddʒ 
She choſe (and rich it was) her own Attire, 
Nay, had what a proud Woman could deſire. 
Thus the new Covenant I ſtrictly kept, 
And oft in private for her Failings wept 3 
| Yer bore with ſeeming Chearfulneſs theſe Cares, 1 
That bring a Man too ſoon to grizzPd Hairs. 33 

„ Pee all my Kindneſs I diſpens'd in vain, _ 
| Where Luſt and baſe Ingratitude remain; l 
Luſt, which, if once in Female Fancy fix'd, © ke 
Burns like ſalt· petre with dry Touch-wood mix'd. , 
And tho? cold Fear for time may ſtop its Force, 
It ſoon, like Fla me confin'd, breaks out the worſe; 1 
Or, like a Tide obſtructed, re- aſſumes its Courſe. 1 
No Art could e' er perfume the ſtinking ſtote, 14 
Or change the leach'rous Nature of the Goat; 14 
No skilful Whitſter ever found the fleight. - :- { 
To waſh, or bleach an Ethiopian white: y - 
No gentle Uſage ever will aſſlwage 


A Tyger's Fierceneſs, or a Lion's Rage: 
Stripes, and ſevere Correction is the Way ; ſobey. 4 
When once they're throughly conquer'd they 'I 1 
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"Ah his « Wien gi 3 add U, 
hat makes ch unruly headſtrong Horſe ſubmit. 
To ſtubborn, Faithleſs Woman muſt be us d, 
Or Man by Woman baſely be abus d. 
For after all th' Endearments I could ſheww; , 
Ar laſt le wum both Livereine and>ſhrewg | 
rom my ſubmiſſion grew ex'd and oud, 
Crabbed a3. Verjuice, BS 2 3 "7 | 
Did-wharſhe'pleag'd, would no Obedience own, 
And ridicul'&'the Patience:1-had: hon; 10 UH 
Fear'd no ſharp Threat'ning, valu'd na Diſgraee, 
But coop the Wrongs ſhe'd done m in my face. 
Advice Reproof, Pray 'rs, Tears werk flung away, 
Fon fil ſhe grew more wicked'ev'ry: Day :; 3 * 
Till by her: — ſcorn'd, my. Serxvants — 
The brutab Rage of her adul'trods Bed; 
She in myabſence trucklid to my <> 24.0 

-- And buggfdithe'ſervile Traitor in my Room. 

"2s When cee fd Tidings thunder: ſtruck my Ear, 
And fuch inhumdiu "W; rongs were made N 
On tbeſe juſt Gu ds for a Divorce I ſuꝰd 7 
At laſt my headeſtrong Tyrant Wife fabdu'd, 1 
Cancell'd che Marringe- bonds, and baſtard = 

her Brood! n Sc on 1 
an onar thou worſt of all Church; pla gues, fareweT! | 
Badarthe'beft,vbir at che worſt a Hell; 

Thou truſs of Wormwood, die tteazécof Life, 
Tho Nurſery 06 train Carex! A Wiſe: | 

[Thou-Apple:eating"tgitorpwho beghn 
Thewrath' of Heiv*s, and Miſeries:of Man: 
And haſt, wich neuer falling Diligence, 
Improved the Cure to human Race cer Rinke 5) A. + 
Fatewel, -Church-jugglerzthavznlovedmy:Life, | 
But bleſs that Fr chat rid m ονν / Wiſe | 
If eber che ſex again prevail with m , 
My fleſh and bones ſhalbtnake my wedding feaſt, 
And none ſhall be invited as my Gueſt. 
Se * good Bride, rhe D — , and the Prief.. 


THE END. 


